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F ormer  City  Supervisor  Held 

Harvey  Milk,  Mayor  Moscone  Slain 


By  George  Mendenhall 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  nation 
lost  two  major  contributors  to  the 
cause  of  human  rights  in  the  murders 
of  Mayor  George  Moscone  and  Super¬ 
visor  Harvey  Milk  on  Nov.  27. 

The  shock  of  the  double  tragedy 
deeply  affected  all  San  Francisco,  but 
hit  particularly  hard  at  the  effort 
toward  achieving  gay  rights  in  the  city 
and  state.  Former  San  Francisco  Su¬ 
pervisor  Dan  White,  an  outspoken 
enemy  of  gay  rights,  has  been  charged 
with  the  assassinations.  Under  a 
recently  enacted  law  in  California,  if 
found  guilty  he  will  be  sentenced  to 
either  death  or  life  imprisonment 
without  parole. 

White,  embittered  over  the  Mayor’s 
refusal  to  appoint  him  as  Supervisor 
after  he  had  earlier  resigned,  allegedly 
shot  and  killed  Moscone  in  the 
Mayor’s  chambers.  He  apparently  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  opposite  side  of  City  Hall 
and  killed  Milk,  an  opponent  of 
White’s  reinstatement. 

White,  Moscone  in  Disagreement 

The  former  Supervisor  had  become 
distraught  over  financial  and  psycho¬ 
logical  problems  which,  he  had  earlier 
told  the  public,  had  placed  him  under 
considerable  stress.  He  resigned  in 
early  November  saying  he  could  not 
adequately  do  his  job  because  of  the 
pressure  he  felt  in  trying  to  operate  a 
newly  acquired  restaurant  concession, 
maintain  a  family  life  and  serve  as  a 
Supervisor.  He  complained  that  the 
$9600  a  year  Supervisor  salary  was 


Harvey  Milk  and  Mayor  Moscone  at 
the  signing  of  the  San  Francisco  gay 
rights  ordinance. 

inadequate.  White  had  resigned  an 
$18,000  a  year  position  as  a  city  fire¬ 
fighter. 

Mayor  Moscone  urged  White  to  stay 
on,  but  later  changed  his  mind  when 
White  asked  for  his  position  back.  The 
city  attorney  ruled  that  the  Mayor  had 
to  accept  White’s  resignation,  adding 
that  Moscone  could  appoint  White  to 
the  same  position.  It  became  apparent 
through  the  media  that  White  would 
not  be  appointed. 


White  came  to  City  Hall  on  Monday 
morning,  entering  through  a  basement 
window,  with  a  gun  and  a  pocketful  of 
bullets.  He  went  to  the  Mayor’s  Cham¬ 
bers  and  was  granted  entrance  after  a 
short  wait.  Within  minutes  Moscone 
had  been  shot  five  times,  twice  in  the 
head.  He  died  after  White  had  escaped 
out  a  side  door. 

White  then  ran  one  block  through 
City  Hall  to  the  Supervisors  Chambers 
where  he  knocked  on  Milk’s  door. 
Milk  was  speaking  to  a  friend  as  White 
said,  “Harvey,  I  want  to  see  you.” 
Milk  left  for  White’s  vacated  office  to 
talk  with  him,  while  White  evidently 
reloaded  his  gun.  Within  minutes,  Milk 
h$d  been  shot  four  times,  twice  in  the 
back  of  the  head.  He  died  instantly. 
White  left  City  Hall  through  a  side 
door.  He  surrendered  himself  to  police 
within  the  hour. 

A  City  and  Nation  Mourn 

Tears  flowed  freely  as  some  40,000 
marchers  solemnly  moved  through  the 
city  in  a  spontaneous  outpouring  of 
grief  on  the  night  of  the  tragedy.  The 
marchers,  primarily  gay,  began  their 
journey  at  18th  and  Castro  streets  and 
ended  at  the  Civic  Center.  Ironically,  it 
was  Milk’s  presence  in  the  Castro 
district  that  had  made  marches  from 
there  a  tradition,  beginning  with  the 
defeat  in  Miami  and  followed  by  initia¬ 
tive  failures  and  victories  in  other 
states. 

The  flames  of  thousands  of  candles 
pierced  the  cool,  clear  night  as  mourn¬ 
ful  drums  led  the  way  down  Market 


Milk  and  White:  Political  Adversaries 


The  following  discussion  and  com¬ 
mentary  on  Dan  White’s  background 
and  his  adversary  relationship  with 
Harvey  Milk  was  filed  by  George  Men¬ 
denhall  with  reports  from  Bruce  Pettit. 
Both  reporters  are  with  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter. 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Alleged  mur¬ 
derer  Dan  White  was  frequently  de¬ 
scribed  as  the  All-American  Boy.  He 
believed  strongly  in  “returning  to  the 
good  old  days”  when  people  were 
moral.  In  an  effort  to  make  this  a 
reality,  he  worked  hard  at  becoming 
the  stereotypical  “man”  in  a  city  where 
liberal  lifestyles  and  acceptance  of 
them  was  shattering  his  hope  for 
America. 

One  comment  about  White  was 
prevalent  —  that  he  was  serious  and 
dedicated  and  was  devoid  of  a  sense  of 
humor. 

White  was  born  in  San  Francisco, 
one  of  17  children.  He  hitchhiked  to 
New  York  and  back  at  17,  after  grad¬ 
uating  from  a  local  high  school  where 
he  was  a  boxer  and  football  captain.  A 
Jack  London  fan,  he  went  to  Alaska 
briefly,  and  then  joined  the  Army 
where  he  won  honors  as  a  paratrooper 
and  served  in  Vietnam. 

Believing  firmly  in  preserving  law 
and  order,  he  joined  the  local  police 
force  where  he  served  for  four  years 
before  becoming  a  firefighter. 

The  image  of  being  materially  suc¬ 
cessful  also  evidently  was  important  to 
White.  With  his  $18,000  a  year  fire¬ 
fighter’s  job  he  purchased  a  $70,000 
home  and  a  $15,000  Porsche. 

Without,  apparently,  checking  out 
the  legality,  White  assumed  he  would 
retain  his  position  as  a  firefighter  while 


serving  as  a  Supervisor.  He  was  evi¬ 
dently  unfamiliar  with  the  Supervisor 
position,  which  required  attendance  at 
meetings  which  would  have  been  in 
conflict  with  the  firefighter’s  job. 
Nevertheless,  White  announced  his 
candidacy  in  a  conservative  section  of 
San  Francisco,  where  he  had  been 
raised.  Later  the  city  attorney 
explained  that  White  would  have  to 
resign  the  firefighter’s  job  if  elected.  It 
would  make  his  salary  $9600. 

He  was  elected  Supervisor  with  a 
30%  tally  in  a  large  field  of  candidates. 
In  debt,  he  soon  promoted  a  water¬ 
front  development  being  planned  —  an 
illegal  act  for  a  Supervisor,  as  ex¬ 
plained  by  the  city  attorney.  White  was 
rewarded,  however,  with  a  restaurant 
concession  at  the  new  Pier  39. 

After  serving  on  the  board  for  sev¬ 
eral  months,  White  announced  his  res¬ 
ignation.  He  said  that  he  and  his  family 
could  not  live  on  Supervisor  wages. 
Mayor  Moscone  urged  him  to  stay  on. 
When  the  former  Supervisor  changed 
his  mind  and  tried  to  rescind  the  resig¬ 
nation,  the  city  attorney  ruled  that  he 
could  not.  The  Mayor  could  have  ap¬ 
pointed  White  to  his  old  position. 

Moscone  re-evaluated  the  issue  and 
made  it  clear  that  he  was  considering 
other  candidates.  It  became  evident, 
through  news  reports,  that  Moscone 
was  not  going  to  appoint  White,  who 
had  consistently  opposed  the  Mayor’s 
liberal  policies. 

White  learned  that  he  was  not  going 
to  be  re-appointed  on  the  morning  of 
Monday,  Nov.  27.  He  had  not  been 
personally  informed,  according  to  a 
Moscone  aide,  now  an  admitted 
mistake.  At  mid-morning,  White  left 
his  home  for  City  Hall  and  the  events 


which  led  to  the  tragic  killings  began. 

In  his  campaign  literature,  White 
had  expressed  his  alarm  at  “the  enor¬ 
mous  increase  in  crime,  poor  educa¬ 
tional  facilities  and  a  deteriorating 
social  structure  ...  I  am  not  going  to 
be  forced  out  of  San  Francisco  by 
splinter  groups  of  radicals  and  social 
deviates.” 

White  denied  to  the  Bay  Area  Re¬ 
porter’s  Bruce  Pettit  that  by  “social 
deviates”  he  meant  homosexuals.  His 
record  on  the  Board  of  Supervisors, 
however,  was  clearly  anti-gay,  as  he 
consistently  voted  against  all  gay 
issues. 

White  was  the  only  Supervisor  who 
opposed  the  official  closing  of  Polk 
Street  on  Halloween,  although  50,000 
people  had  filled  the  street  the  previous 
year  in  near  riotous  conditions.  The 
former  Supervisor  favored  the  use  of 
massive  police  force  to  keep  that  street 
open.  Earlier  in  the  year,  he  had  also 
voted  against  closing  the  street  for  the 
Gay  Freedom  Day  celebration.  White 
was  the  sole  Supervisor  to  vote  against 
the  San  Francisco  gay  rights  amend¬ 
ment. 

Harvey  Milk  remained  cordial  with 
White.  He  expressed  early  hope  “that 
we  can  educate  Dan.”  Milk  proposed 
that  gays  in  his  district  challenge 
White’s  district  to  a  volley  ball  game. 
He  was  pleased  that  White  liked  the 
idea. 

However,  White  remained  unedu¬ 
cated  and  apparently  became  more  en¬ 
trenched  in  his  anti-gay  feeling.  After 
the  defeat  of  the  anti-gay  school  work¬ 
ers  Proposition  6,  Harvey  Milk  told  the 
Bay  Area  Reporter,  “Well,  we  now 
have  two  victories  —  Briggs’  defeat 
and  White’s  resignation.” 


in  Shooting 

Street.  The  Civic  Center  was  filled  with 
silent,  emotional  people  who  embraced 
and  wept  openly. 

“Harvey  Milk  was  a  leader  who  rep¬ 
resented  your  voices,”  acting  Mayor 
Dianne  Feinstein  told  the  crowd. 
“Those  of  us  on  the  Board  will  re¬ 
member  him  for  his  commitment,  for 
his  sense  of  humor  and  for  his  ability 
to  develop  a  sense  of  destiny.  .  .  .  There 
is  a  need  for  unity,  not  vengeance  ...  a 
need  for  coming  together  in  a  sense  of 
love  and  openness.” 

Others  Mourn  Tragedy 

Joan  Baez  was  singing  over  the 
loudspeakers  provided  by  rock  pro¬ 
ducer  Bill  Graham  as  the  marchers 
moved  closer  to  hear  the  speakers  on 
the  steps  of  City  Hall. 

Harry  Britt,  a  close  personal  friend 
of  Milk’s,  and  President  of  the  Gay 
Democratic  Club,  was  choked  with 
sorrow  as  he  said,  “How  many  times 
have  we  made  that  walk  down  Market 
Street  knowing  that  when  we  got  to 
City  Hall  Harvey  would  be  there? 
Harvey  Milk  will  be  in  the  middle  of  us 
always,  always,  always.” 

Police  Chief  Charles  Gain  called  for 
togetherness  and  a  re-dedication  to 
“what  we  know  this  city  to  be  —  a  city 
of  understanding.” 

Thousands  filed  by  the  bodies  of 
Moscone  and  Milk  on  Wednesday  as 
they  lay  in  state  at  City  Hall.  Services 
for  both  men  were  held  by  various 
groups  throughout  the  city.  Capacity 
crowds  attended  services  for  Milk  at 
Continued  on  Page  6 


Suspect  Dan  White 


IN  REMEMBRANCE 
There  will  be  an  offering  held  in 
remembrance  of  slain  San  Francisco 
City  Supervisor  Harvey  Milk  and  San 
Francisco  Mayor  George  Moscone  at 
the  Arlington  Street  Church  in  Boston. 
The  service,  “in  memory  of  the  two 
people  and  in  celebration  of  their 
lives,”  is  being  coordinated  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Boston  Unitarian  Univer- 
salist  Gays  and  Lesbians.  It  will  be  held 
from  4  p.m.  to  5  p.m.  on  Sunday,  Dec. 
3.  The  hour  of  offering  is  open  to  all 
members  of  the  community.  _ 
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QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

"How  many  lonely  people  are  there  in 
America?  Very  many.  In  any  case  the  numbers  are 
sufficient  that  in  two  years'  time  the  multi-billion 
dollar  disco  industry  founded  on  loneliness  has 
spread  rapidly  throughout  the  country  .  .  .[At  New 
York's  Studio  54]  long  black  limousines  withtinted 
windshields  pull  up  and  the  golden  fishes  of  both 
sexes  come  out  and  go  serenely  through  the  door 
.  .  .  [it]  is  a  nirvana  for  lonely  people  who  don't 
want  to  have  contact  with  anyone  and  who  couldn't 
anyway"  —  Soviet  journalist  Genrikh  Borovik  in  the 
"Literary  Gazette,"  as  reported  in  the  New  York 
Times. 

NO  NEW  BOSTON  DISCO 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Licensing  Board  has 
rejected  an  appliction  to  establish  a  new  nightclub 
at  the  Somerset  building  at  400  Commonwealth 
Ave.  The  vote  came  on  the  application  of  Bay  21, 
Inc.,  and  Leo  Blacke  to  establish  a  discotheque  and 
supper  club  in  the  building.  It  was  the  third  time  in 
two  years  the  Board  has  rejected  proposals  for  a 
new  club  in  the  former  "Flicks"  location. 

Rep.  Barney  Frank  and  the  Neighborhood  As¬ 
sociation  of  the  Back  Bay  opposed  the  application, 
stating  that  they  believe  the  area  is  unsuitable  to  a 
large,  late-closing  club.  Board  Chairperson  Andrea 
W.  Gargiulo  and  Commissioner  Richard  L.  Arring¬ 
ton  supported  the  neighborhood's  contention, 
while  Commissioner  John  C.  Straight  voted  in  favor 
of  the  application. 

BENEFIT  AT  THE  BAR 

BOSTON  —  The  Bar,  at  252  Boylston  St., 
Boston,  will  hold  a  benefit  for  the  Nazareth 
Children's  Home,  Jamaica  Plain,  on  Wednesday, 
Dec.  15,  from  9:00  p.m.  until  closing.  The  cost  of 
admission  is  the  donation  of  one  new  toy.  A  free 
buffet  will  be  served,  according  to  Gary  Dotter- 
man,  manager  of  The  Bar. 

COURT  HEARS  CASES 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
has  let  stand  a  decision  by  a  lower  New  York  State 
Court  saying  that  United  Air  Lines  could  not  legally 
require  women  flight  attendants  to  take  an  unpaid 
maternity  leave  in  early  pregnancy. 

The  case  was  based  on  complaints  by  two 
women  to  the  New  York  Human  Rights  Appeal 
Board,  which  rejected  United's  claim  that  the  policy 
was  required  by  concern  for  passenger  safety. 

In  another  action,  the  Supreme  Court  agreed 
to  hear  an  appeal  by  an  adult  bookstore  owner  in 
New  York's  Orange  County.  He  was  convicted  on 
state  obscenity  charges  after  local  police  seized 
nearly  800  books,  magazines  and  films  from  the 
store. 

HOLIDAY  BUUGL  SERVICE 

BOSTON  —  Members  of  the  Boston  Unitarian 
Universalist  Gays  and  Lesbians  will  conduct  the 
Sunday  Service  of  the  Arlington  Street  Church  at  1 1 
a.m.  on  Dec.  10.  The  service  will  be  held  in  the 
church  sanctuary  at  the  corner  of  Arlington  and 
Boylston  streets. 

BUUGL  says  the  service  will  combine  the 
freedom  theme  of  Channukah  and  the  Christmas 
theme  of  peace  and  goodwill  for  all  people.  Five 
BUUGL  members  will  share  their  personal  stories, 
experienced  during  the  holiday  season.  Special 
music  will  be  provided  by  organist  Rodger  Vine, 
singer  Maxine  Feldman  and  the  church  choir.  The 
public  is  invited  to  attend. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  CONFERENCE 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  The  second  annual  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Health  Conference  will  be  held  May 
18-20  at  Hunter  College,  695  Park  Ave.,  New  York. 
"Gay  Health  Care  —  Ten  Years  After"  is  the  theme 
for  the  conference  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Na¬ 
tional  Gay  Health  Coalition. 

Workshops  and  scientific  papers  on  a  wide 
variety  of  topics  will  be  presented.  In  addition, 
there  will  be  special  sessions  for  women,  men  and 
members  of  the  "straight"  community. 

Volunteers  are  needed  for  planning  and  facili¬ 
tation,  along  with  housing  for  participants  from  out 
of  town. 

Anyone  interested  in  volunteering  or  pre- 
registration  information  should  contact  Caitlin 
Ryan,  NGHC,  55  W.  26th  St.,  #402,  New  York,  NY 
I  10010;  (212)  725-0114, 


NY  BILL  REJECTED  AGAIN 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Once  again,  the  New  York 
gay  rights  bill  has  been  rejected.  The  City  Council 
defeated  a  motion  to  release  Intro  384  from  the 
General  Welfare  Committee  where  it  had  earlier 
been  defeated.  The  Council  vote  was  26  to  16. 

Following  the  rejection,  Council  member 
Henry  Stern  (L-Manhattan)  promised  tointroduce 
another  anti-discrimination  measure. 

The  City  Council  action  in  New  York  was  taken 
as  GCN  was  going  to  press. 

Next  week,  Harold  Pickett  will  have  complete 
details  of  the  vote  and  the  reaction  of  that  city's  gay 
community. 

NO  GAY  MACY'S  PARADE 


POLAROID  GAY  WORKERS 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The  Polaroid  Corporation 
is  preparing  changes  in  its  formal  personnel  policy 
to  prohibit  discrimination  against  gay  people  in 
hiring,  firing,  and  promotion.  Polaroid  Asst.  Vice 
President  J.  T.  Harris  made  the  statement  in  a 
recent  issue  of  the  company  newsletter,  adding,  ”1 
hope  a  yellow  draft  will  be  forthcoming  before  the 
end  of  the  year." 

Harris  said,  "In  the  interim,  I  must  believe  that 
the  absence  of  specific  language  in  our  Policy  Book 
with  respect  to  sexual  preferences  cannot  be  con¬ 
strued  as  encouragement  to  prejudicial  behavior  or 
treatment." 

DENVER'S  BLOCK  ARRESTS 


NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Plans  for  a  Coalition  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights  contingent  to  follow  the 
Santa  Claus  float  in  Macy's  Thanksgiving  Day 
Parade  were  cancelled  at  a  CLGR  meeting  held  on 
Tuesday. 

The  cancellation  occurred  after  the  police  de¬ 
partment  informed  CLGR  That  it  could  only  march 
behind  the  sanitation  trucks  "cleaning  up  after  the 
Macy's  parade."  CLGR  steering  committee 
members  voted  not  to  march  rather  than  be  forced 
to  accept  such  a  position. 

The  theme  of  the  proposed  march  was  to  have 
been  "Gays  Have  Nothing  To  Be  Thankful  For," 
connecting  the  holiday  celebrations  with  the  recent 
defeat  of  Intro  384,  the  gay  rights  bill  in  the  city 
council. 

WARNING  ON  AMYL  OR  BUTYL 

BOSTON  —  The  Poison  Information  Center  re¬ 
minds  the  gay  community  that  the  ingestion  of  amyl 
nitrite  or  butyl  nitrite  (sold  over  the  counter  as 
’Rush''  or  "Locker  Room,"  etc.)  either  orally  or 
intravenously  can  be  fatal.  A  New  Hampshire  man 
is  presently  in  serious  condition  at  a  Boston  Hos¬ 
pital  as  the  result  of  having  swallowed  a  small 
quantity  of  the  aromatic  stimulant.  The  Poison  In¬ 
formation  Center  says  that  these  stimulants  are  for 
sniffing  only. 

WOMN  RADIO 

NEW  HAVEN,  CT  —  This  city  has  a  new 
commercial  radio  station  that  "will  address  the 
issues  that  concern  women."  The  AM  station,  which 
has  taken  the  call  letters  WOMN,  is  intended  to  be 
both  a  medium  of  entertainment  and  a  "voice  for 
women." 

For  more  information,  you  can  contact  the 
station  at  WOMN  Radio,  1294  Chapel  St.,  New 
Haven,  CT  0651 1 . 

MURDERS  IN  BALTIMORE 

BALTIMORE,  MD  —  The  Baltimore  Gay  Alliance 
has  started  a  reward  fund  for  information  leading 
to  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  the  persons  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  murders  of  two  gay  men  here. 

On  Thursday,  Nov.  9,  Antonio  Moses  was 
found  dead  in  his  apartment.  He  was  bound, 
gagged  and  shot  through  the  head.  An  autopsy 
revealed  that  just  prior  to  his  death,  Moses  was 
involved  in  a  sexual  act. 

On  Tuesday,  Nov.  14,  Jack  Perkins  was  found 
dead  in  his  apartment.  He  was  bound,  gagged, 
handcuffed  and  strangled. 

Information,  or  a  contribution  to  help  the  fund, 
should  be  sent  to  the  Baltimore  Gay  Alliance,  Box 
13438,  Baltimore,  MD  21203. 

Money  donated  will  be  placed  in  an  escrow 
account.  If  it  is  not  awarded  within  a  year's  time,  it 
will  become  a  part  of  a  permanent  reward  fund. 

If  you  have  any  information  regarding  the 
murders  of  Perkins  or  Moses,  contact  Detective 
Lamartina  or  Agent  Kirby  at  (301)  396-2721. 

BALTIMORE  CENTER 

BALTIMORE,  MD  —  The  Gay  Community 
Center  of  Baltimore  is  seeking  newer  and  larger 
quarters.  Because  of  the  small  space  of  the  present 
location,  the  center  is  looking  for  a  new  building, 
one  that  will  have  the  flexibility  so  that  on  a  given 
night,  the  health  clinic,  counseling  services,  the 
switchboard,  an  organization  meeting,  and  other 
activities  can  all  operate." 

With  current  monthly  expenses  running  about 
$350,  the  center  is  looking  for  a  broadly  based 
group  of  supporters  which  will  allow  for  the  provi¬ 
sion  of  the  down  payment  or  six  months  rent  to 
move. 

For  further  information,  or  to  donate  money, 
contact  the  Gay  Community  Center  of  Baltimore, 
Box  74,  Baltimore,  MD  21203;  telephone  (301) 
837-3755. 


DENVER,  CO  —  The  fastest  growing  crime  in 
this  city  is  male  prostitution.  According  to  recent 
figures  released  by  law  enforcement  officials, 
more  than  35%  of  the  so-called  "sex  for  sale" 
arrests  in  the  city  have  been  of  male  prostitutes. 

According  to  Vice  Squad  Capt.  Jerry  Kennedy, 
much  of  the  demand  for  male  prostitutes  comes 
from  straight  men  who  have  been  "priced  out  or 
scared  away  from"  women  prostitutes. 

According  to  a  police  report  on  the  issue,  95% 
of  the  city's  male  prostitution  arrests  are  made  in  a 
one  block  area  of  Sherman  Street,  which  borders 
on  the  southern  edge  of  the  state  capitol  building. 
Most  of  those  arrested,  the  report,  showed,  are  in 
the  18  to  26  age  group. 

GAY  PSYCHIATRIC  CAUCUS 

BOSTON  —  On  Nov.  19,  the  New  England 
affiliate  of  the  Gay  Caucus  of  the  American  Psychi¬ 
atric  Association  held  its  organizational  meeting. 
Hosted  and  directed  by  Dr.  David  Seil,  the  New 
England  representative  of  the  caucus,  the  meeting 
focused  on  personal  support  systems  and  the  clin¬ 
ical  resources  of  the  group. 

Meetings  will  be  held  on  a  monthly  basis,  in  an 
effort  to  provide  a  social  context  within  which  the 
group  can  establish  a  firm  identity  in  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  professional  community. 

All  inquiries  should  be  directed  to  Dr.  Seil  at 
(617)  536-2665. 

MS  IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

CONCORD,  NH  —  A  class  action  has  been  filed 
against  the  Nashua  (N.H.)  Board  of  Education.  The 
plaintiffs,  including  teachers  and  students,  are 
seeking  reinstatement  of  MS  Magazine  in  the 
Nashua  High  School  library. 

The  Board  voted  in  March  of  this  year  to 
remove  the  magazine  from  the  library. 

The  suit  charges  that  the  Board  violated  the 
First  and  Fourteenth  Amendments  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  It  further  charged  that  the  vote  was  "high¬ 
handed,  unconstitutional,  and  educationally  un¬ 
sound." 

In  the  suit  filed  in  U.S.  District  Court  here,  the 
plaintiffs  seek  reinstatement  of  the  publication  as 
well  as  costs  of  bringing  the  suit. 

CENSORSHIP  IN  SCHOOL 

KANSAS  CITY,  MO  —  Censorship  in  public 
schools  is  on  the  increase.  A  national  teachers 
group,  the  National  Council  of  Teachers  of  English, 
recently  reported  that  schools  ban  books  ranging 
from  "The  Diary  of  Anne  Frank"  to  dictionaries. 

The  report  showed  that  30%  of  2000  schools 
surveyed  censored  books,  school  newspapers  and 
other  materials.  A  survey  in  1965  showed  only  20% 
censored  material. 

The  survey  stated  that  several  standard  dic¬ 
tionaries  were  banned  in  all  Texas  schools  by  the 
State  School  Book  Commission  on  the  grounds  that 
they  contained  "bad  words." 

Books  kept  out  of  various  school  libraries  in¬ 
cluded  "Catcher  in  the  Rye,"  "Go  Tell  Alice,"  "Of 
Mice  and  Men,"  and  "The  Grapes  of  Wrath." 

FRATERNITY  DISCRIMINATION 

HANOVER,  NH  —  A  fraternity  on  the  Dart¬ 
mouth  College  campus  has  voted  to  accept  mem¬ 
bers  without  regard  to  their  sexual  preference.  Phi 
Tau  will  forbid  discrimination  based  on  sexual 
preference  in  the  selection  of  new  members. 

The  overwhelming  vote  to  include  sexual  pref¬ 
erence  to  the  list  of  criteria  which  may  not  be  used 
in  choosing  new  "brothers"  is  the  first  written 
statement  concerning  the  issue  in  the  fraternity 
system  here. 

Phi  Tau  was  one  of  the  first  fraternities  to 
break  with  its  national  organization  in  1956  over 
racial  and  religious  discrimination.  In  1972,  Phi  Tau 
was  one  of  the  first  houses  on  campus  to  accept 
women  members. 
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Police  in  Montreal  Raid  Bar  and  Arrest  More  Than  20  Men 


MONTREAL,  CANADA  —  Police 
in  this  city  raided  a  bar  in  the  down¬ 
town  section  on  Oct.  21.  The  raid  of 
the  Dominion  Square  Tavern  occurred 
at  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  and  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  arrest  of  twenty-two  men. 

According  to  Body  Politic  magazine, 
the  arrested  people  were  held  for  nearly 
twelve  hours  and  were  subjected  to  com¬ 
pulsory  VD  tests. 

The  raid  on  the  bar  in  Montreal  took 
place  a  year  after  the  similar  raid  on 
the  bar  Truxx.  In  that  police  action, 
riot  equipped  officers,  carrying  ma¬ 
chine  guns,  arrested  over  140  persons 


as  “found-ins  in  a  common  bawdy 
house.”  [See  GCN,  Vol.  5,  No.  18] 

According  to  sources  who  spoke  to 
the  Body  Politic,  police  arrested  every¬ 
body  in  the  downtown  bar  in  the  Octo¬ 
ber  raid.  On  previous  occasions,  there 
had  been  arrests  made  of  people  in  the 
public  restrooms. 

Reportedly,  the  gay  community  in 
Montreal  sees  the  raid  on  the  Domin¬ 
ion  Square  Tavern  as  connected  with 
upcoming  local  elections. 

Meanwhile,  in  the  city  of  Windsor, 
two  police  officers  face  possible 


charges  in  an  incident  outside  a  gay  bar 
there. 

Body  Politic  reports  that  Robert 
MacKenzie  was  leaving  the  Ritz  when 
the  rear  window  of  his  car  was  smashed 
by  a  police  officer  carrying  a  flashlight. 
When  MacKenzie  confronted  the  of¬ 
ficers  involved,  they  threatened  to 
charge  him  with  reckless  driving  and 
gross  indecency.  Reportedly,  the  offi¬ 
cers  said  they  would  ignore  the 
charges,  if  MacKenzie  were  willing  to 
forget  about  the  smashed  window. 

The  police  officers  face  possible 


charges  in  the  incident  under  the  On¬ 
tario  Police  Act.  In  a  protest  letter  to 
the  Chief  of  Police  in  Windsor,  Mac¬ 
Kenzie  “questioned  rather  strongly 
whether  my  crime  justified  their  very 
violent  methods.” 

MacKenzie  had  admitted  to  urinat¬ 
ing  by  the  side  of  the  road,  one  of  the 
other  charges  mentioned  by  the  offi¬ 
cers  in  question. 

Windsor  Chief  John  Williamson  re¬ 
portedly  said  at  least  one  officer  will  be 
charged  and  that  both  are  under  inves¬ 
tigation  in  the  incident. 


Article  Relates  China’s  Growing  Tolerance  of  Homosexuality 


HONG  KONG  —  Amid  a  sustained 
wall-poster  campaign  in  Peking  which 
has  demanded  democracy  and  com¬ 
pared  China  unfavorably  with  the 
United  States,  comes  the  first  authori¬ 
tative  article  on  that  nation’s  attitude 
to  homosexuality.  The  article  appeared 
in  a  pro-Chinese  magazine  in  Hong 
Kong  called  Eastern  Horizon. 

According  to  Body  Politic,  the 
article  is  based  on  the  writer’s  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  resident  of  China.  Dr. 
Robert  Friend  also  states  that  he  had 
recently  met  with  medical  and  legal 
specialists  from  China.  Dr.  Friend  is  a 


United  States  citizen  living  in  Hong 
Kong. 

The  article  says  there  is  “consider¬ 
able  tolerance”  towards  gays  in  China. 
Friend  writes,  “the  people  there  feel 
that  a  person  should  be  measured  not 
by  his  sexual  preferences  but  by  his 
contribution  to  the  building  of  social¬ 
ism. 

“The  feeling  is  strong  that  one  has 
the  right  to  his  own  behavior  patterns 
—  so  long  as  they  do  not  interfere  with 
or  hinder  the  general  social  aims,  or 
break  the  law.” 

The  article  by  Dr.  Friend  also  points 


‘Gay  Money’  Demonstration  Held  at 


By  Harold  Pickett 

NEW  YORK  CITY  —  Lesbians  Ris¬ 
ing  and  Gay  Men’s  Alliance  staged  a 
picketing  and  leafletting  action  on 
Saturday,  Nov.  25,  at  a  Greenwich 
Village  Texaco  service  station  protest¬ 
ing  the  “co-owner’s”  refusal  to  accept 
a  dollar  bill  on  which  “Gay  Money” 
was  written.  The  groups  were  promin¬ 
ently  supported  in  the  action  by  Gay 
Youth  who  arrived  with  a  contingent 
of  more  than  20  demonstrators.  The 
Gay  Youth  banner  was  displayed 
throughout  the  hour-long  demonstra¬ 
tion  described  by  activists  as  “the  first 
of  its  kind”  around  the  issue  of  “Gay 
Money.”  Approximately  30  lesbians 
and  gays  participated  in  the  protest. 

Boycott  leaflets  were  distributed  to 
residents  and  potential  customers  ex¬ 
plaining  the  action.  “Recently,  a 
neighborhood  resident  walked  into  the 
Gas  ’n  Go  Texaco  service  station,  lo¬ 


cated  at  8th  Avenue  between  Horatio 
and  13th  streets,  to  buy  a  pack  of 
cigarettes.  The  patron  attempted  to 
pay  with  a  dollar  bill  on  which  was 
written  the  ‘Gay  Money.’  A  man 
identifying  himself  as  the  ‘co-owner’  of 
Gas  ’n  Go  treated  the  customer  in  a 
rude  and  hostile  manner,  refusing  to 
sell  the  cigarettes! 

“Such  a  refusal  to  accept  Gay 
Money  by  a  business  locatedin  the  heart 
of  one  of  the  world’s  largest  gay 
ghettos  is  an  outrage!  Such  an  affront 
to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  will 
not  be  tolerated.” 

Using  the  slogan  “Gay  money  is  gay 
power,”  the  groups  link  the  spending 
of  Gay  Money  with  the  committee 
defeat  here  of  the  gay  rights  bill. 
“After  the  recent  bigoted  defeat  of 
Intro  384,  the  gay  rights  bill,  by  the 
City  Council,  lesbians  and  gay  men  are 
using  numerous  methods  to  make  their 
presence  and  contributions  known  in 


Marchers  Protest  Record  Firm  Uses 


BOSTON  —  Last  weekend,  the  post-Thanksgiving  shoppers  on  Washington 
Street  found  themselves  confronted  with  more  than  the  usual  window  displays.  Up 
and  down  the  shopping  mall  women  handed  out  a  leaflet  entitled  “Does  Your  Gift 
Do  Violence  to  Women?”  The  leaflet  contained  reproductions  of  five  popular  rock 
album  covers,  each  one  depicting  the  rape,  beating,  or  torturing  of  a  woman. 
Shoppers  were  asked  to  protest  this  form  of  violence  against  women  by  refusing  to 
buy  any  of  the  records  distributed  by  Warner/Elektra/ Atlantic,  the  primary 
offender.  The  demonstrators  concentrated  their  efforts  in  front  of  Strawberries,  a 
record  store  that  demonstrators  said  has  been  particularly  uncooperative  — 
refusing  to  take  records  with  abusive  covers  out  of  the  bins. 


out  that  medical  and  scientific  experts 
in  China  do  not  consider  homosexual¬ 
ity  a  medical  problem.  There  are  no 
laws  in  China  prohibiting  homosexual 
behavior. 

The  article  continued:  “The  Chinese 
consider  that  homosexuality  is  far 
more  prevalent  in  those  societies  in 
which  the  moral  fabric  is  changing  too 
rapidly  or  disintegrating,  sexual  habits 
and  attitudes  are  changing  correspond¬ 
ingly,  sex  and  sex  acts  are  constantly 
publicized  in  the  media,  and  sexual 
freedom  is  permitted  to  the  point  of 
promiscuity. 


“In  the  Chinese  view  these  societies 
contain  a  built-in  economic  and  social 
frustration  for  many  people  that  re¬ 
sults  in  individual  rebellion.  This  often 
takes  the  form  of  asocial,  ‘way  out’  be¬ 
havior,  of  which  homosexuality  is  oc¬ 
casionally  a  part. 

“It  is  present  Chinese  policy  to 
mobilize  all  positive  factors  and  unite 
all  who  can  be  united  to  modernize  the 
country  and  to  build  socialism.  Homo¬ 
sexuals,  where  they  exist,  are  con¬ 
sidered  part  of  the  forces  necessary  to 
unite  for  this  task.” 


New  York  City  Service  Station 


their  local  communities.  One  such 
method  that  some  lesbians  and  gay 
men  recommend  is  to  print  the  words 
‘Gay  Money’  in  brightly  colored  ink  on 
all  paper  money.  This  effectively 
demonstrates  the  economic  importance 
of  the  gay  community  to  local 
merchants.  It  dramatizes  the  plight  of 
one  million  New  Yorkers  who  are 
denied  basic  civil  rights.” 

A  letter  of  apology  and  a  promise  of 
courteous  treatment  for  all  customers 
has  been  requested  from  the  owners  of 
Gas  ’n  Go.  Continued  demonstrations 
are  planned  if  the  requests  are  not  met. 

In  addition,  a  policy  statement  of 
non-discrimination  on  the  basis  of 
sexual  orientation  for  both  employees 
and  customers  was  requested  from  the 
Texaco  Co.  itself.  Others  are  asked  to 
send  letters  in  support  of  the  non¬ 
discrimination  statement  to  Texaco, 
Public  Relations  Dept.,  2000  West¬ 


chester  Ave.,  White  Plains,  N.Y. 
10650. 

Gordon  Hamilton,  a  Texaco  spokes¬ 
person,  told  the  groups  that  “As  a 
basic  principle,  Texaco  respects  their 
employees’  right  to  privacy  and  does 
not  become  involved  in  private  life¬ 
styles  unless  they  reflect  on  the  com¬ 
pany.  In  view  of  this  it  is  not  necessary 
to  issue  a  specific  statement.” 

The  demonstration  was  called  a 
“success”  by  activists  who  reportedly 
received  good  response  during  the  leaf¬ 
letting.  Many  neighborhood  residents 
expressed  support  and  a  large  number 
of  cars  turned  away  from  the  station. 

Gay  representatives  will  attempt  to 
meet  with  the  station  owners  later  this 
week.  Future  demonstrations,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  will  officially  be  co-sponsored  by 
Gay  Youth  and  Gay  Activists  Alliance, 
along  with  Lesbians  Rising  and  Gay 
Men’s  Alliance. 


of  Violence  to  Sell  Products 


The  protest  was  planned  and  organized  by  Boston  Women  Against  Violence 
Against  Women  (WAVAW),  a  local  branch  of  the  national  group  that  has 
consistently  struggled  against  media  abuse  of  women.  WAVAW  hopes  War¬ 
ner/Elektra/ Atlantic  will  feel  the  effects  of  the  boycott  and  educational  campaign 
during  the  Christmas  shopping  season.  They  have  scheduled  negotiations  with  the 
record  company  for  early  spring  and  hope  to  establish  guidelines  for  album  covers 
and  promotional  material.  Ann  Traynor  of  WAVAW  explained  the  reasons  for 
their  campaign:  “These  album  covers  contribute  to  a  societal  trivialization  of 
abuse  to  women.  There  is  so  much  hostility  rampant  in  society;  these  record 
companies  take  that  hostility,  focus  it  against  women,  and  sell  it  as  popular 
culture!”  —  story  and  photos  by  Julie  Palmer. 
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our  loss 

To  the  editor, 

Though  we  hardly  knew  Harvey  Milk  and 
George  Moscone,  each  of  us  has  lost  something 
in  their  deaths.  These  two  people,  one  gay,  one 
straight,  who  had  chosen  to  give  their  talents  and 
their  work  in  public  service  to  both  the  gay  and 
straight  communities,  have  now  given  the 
ultimate. 

This  has  come  to  California  gay  people  at  the 
moment  of  their  greatest  joy  in  victory.  It 
crushes  and  destroys  not  two  lives  but  many.  We 
bow  our  heads  with  them,  and  bite  our  lips,  as 
we’ve  done  for  the  Kennedys  and  Reverend  King, 
knowing  that  whereas  this  event  differs  from  the 
untold  numbers  of  gay  murders,  it  is  only  a 
question  of  degree. 

Historically,  these  deaths  in  California,  coup¬ 
led  with  the  unbelievably  overwhelming  defeat  of 
the  anti-gay  proposition  there  last  month,  shall 
mark  the  passing  of  the  decade  that  began  when 
we  stood  at  Sontewall  in  New  York  City.  Little 
victories.  Little  defeats.  Little  first  steps.  We 
shall  look  back  on  that  period  as  having  been  as 
simple  as  childhood.  And  now  it  is  over.  These 
great  and  sad  events  on  November,  1978,  are  a 
fitting  introduction  to  the  past  ten  years.  They 
shall  prepare  our  community  for  the  unforseen 
progress,  at  great  personal  sacrifice,  that  we  shall 
accomplish  by  this  time  in  1988. 

And  we  shall  make  a  public  stand  for  the  same 
reason  that  Harvey  Milk  did  —  because  we 
cannot  stay  in  this  netherworld  where  we  are, 
and  we  cannot  go  back  to  the  closets.  After 
twenty centuriesunderground,  we’re  due  for  some 
sunlight.  And,  as  Victor  Hugo  said,  nothing  can 
withstand  the  force  of  an  idea  whose  time  has 
come. 

Dave  Drolet 
Coordinator 
Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation 
Winchester,  MA 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Post-Briggs  Blues 

By  Mitzel 

Now  that  the  Briggs  Brigades  have  been  (for  the  time  being  at  least)  defeated 
at  the  polls  in  California,  there  are  many  who  can  claim  credit  for  the  demise  of 
Proposition  6. 

I  am  not  one  of  them.  I  did  not  work  in  any  active  way  to  defeat  Prop.  6,  nor 
did  I  take  a  special  position  on  the  right  of  gay  people  to  work  within  the  public 
school  system  of  California  (and  Amerika).  I  did  watch  the  struggle  in  California 
against  Prop.  6  and  in  Seattle  against  Prop.  13,  and  I  think  questions  were  raised 
about  these  attacks  on  our  community  and  the  forms  of  our  responses.  I  would 
like  to  explore  these  questions. 

Diversionary  Issues  and  the  Central  Problem: 

The  Briggs  Initiative  seemed  a  red  herring  from  the  start.  It  was  loony;  the 
right  wing,  after  a  string  of  successes,  was  really  pressing  its  luck.  That  Prop.  6 
failed  to  pass  must  not  be  only  attributed  to  its  looniness;  Amerikan  history  is 
veined  with  much  popular  and  institutional  looniness.  It  lost  because  it  was  so 
encompassing  in  its  attack  that  the  liberals,  this  time,  felt  safe  rallying  to  oppose  it. 
(Even  the  police  paper  in  San  Francisco  opposed  it.) 

As  an  “issue”  Prop.  6  was  doomed  to  “draw  us  together”  —  a  current  I 
resisted,  since  implicitly  we  were  being  asked  to  endorse  the  status  quo  without  any 
proviso  for  criticism  or  commitment  to  progressively  change  the  superstructure,  in 
this  case  the  practices  of  the  existing  public  school  system  and  the  liberal  educa¬ 
tionalist  premises  on  which  they  are  based.  By  rallying  on  this  emergency-basis 
issue,  we  wind  up  supporting  and  further  entrenching  the  poisonous  Amerikan 
educational  system.  It  needs  to  be  uprooted  altogether.  (To  win  my  vote,  Briggs 
should  have  advocated  firing  all  public  school  employees!) 

This  issue  —  specifically  that  of  “gay  school  teachers”  —  recalled  for  me  a 
similar  issue  that  was  hot  back  in  the  waning  days  of  Amerika’s  war  against  Indo¬ 
china,  i.e.,  the  rights  of  homosexuals  to  serve  honorably  in  the  military  (now,  as 
an  issue,  on  the  back  burner).  At  that  time,  many  homosexual  activists  —  certainly 
the  more  politically  radical  —  took  a  position  contrary  to  the  one  voiced  by  the 
more  Respectable  (and  institutionally-affiliated)  gays.  The  radical  queers  possessed 
a  thorough  criticism  of  society;  the  ameliorationists  didn’t.  The  radicals  said  it  was 
more  important  to  wreck  the  Amerikan  military  machine  rather  than  funneling 
gays  into  GI  rags.  Susan  Saxe,  for  example,  was  not  busy  getting  honorable  dis¬ 
charges  for  gay  GIs;  she  blew  up  the  Newburyport  Armory!  But  the  forces  of 
Respectability  have  ways  -of  intimidation  —  money  people,  their  courts  and  their 
lying  media  —  and  what  they’ve  done  is  put  Susan  away  for  awhile  and  encouraged 
us  to  turn  for  “leadership”  to  war  criminal  Lenny  Matlovich,  who  has  been  wired 
onto  the  circuit  to  beat  up  the  bucks  to  combat  Briggs. 

Every  immediate  issue-at-hand  often  so  successfully  consumes  our  energies  — 
after  all,  we  are  a  hated  minority,  and  there  are  powerful  forces  working  to  still  us 
—  that  we  forget  the  larger  task.  We  tend  to  be  satisfied  with  small  accommoda- 
tionist  gains,  or  in  the  case  of  Prop.  6,  holding  onto  the  disgusting  status  quo.  I 
certainly  think  some  of  the  local  anti-Prop.  6  energy  should  now  be  focussed  on 
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march 

Dear  GCN, 

I  read  your  article  entitled  “Planned  March  on 
Washington  is  in  Trouble”  in  the  November  25 
issue  of  GCN.  As  a  Washingtonian,  I  oppose  the 
contention  that  the  gay  people  of  D.C.  do  not 
want  a  march  because  it  might  upset  the  apple 
cart  in  terms  of  keeping  our  gay  rights. 

Personally,  I  have  wondered  why  we  have  not 
had  a  national  gay  rights  march  before  this.  I 
have  felt  for  several  years  that  such  a  march 
would  help  our  cause  nationally  and  strengthen 
our  position  in  the  D.C.  area. 

Sincerely 

Frank  Robertson 
Minister-in-Education,  All  Souls  Church 
Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus 
Washington,  DC 

made  in  the  streets 

Dear  Friends: 

I  am  moved  to  write  you  again,  this  time  about 
something  in  the  November  25th  issue  of  GCN. 
On  page  6  of  that  issue,  in  the  continuation  of  a 
story  from  page  1  about  the  defeat  of  New 
York’s  Intro  384,  there  appeared  the  following 
sentence:  “Santoro  characterized  the  commit¬ 
tee’s  ‘no  voters’  as  ‘six  sadistic  bigots  who  put  us 
through  13'/2  hours  of  humiliation,  who  had  de¬ 
cided  how  they  were  going  to  vote  long  before 
the  hearing  began.’  ” 

It  occurs  to  me  that  the  three  committee  mem¬ 
bers  who  voted  “yes”  had  most  likely  also  made 
up  their  minds  how  they  were  going  to  vote  long 
before  the  hearings  began.  Generally,  this  is  the 
way  these  votes  go,  and  it  is  not  this  that  we 
ought  to  be  concerned  with.  What  we  need  to  be 
concerned  with  is  continuing  our  long  efforts  to 


educate  people  about  our  struggle,  so  that  we  will 
continue  to  have  more  and  more  people  on  our 
side  with  their  minds  made  up  when  they  go  into 
hearing  rooms  and  the  like.  It  becomes  more  and 
more  obvious  to  me  that  law  is  not  made  in  the 
committee  rooms,  in  the  legislative  chambers,  in 
the  courts,  or  in  any  such  places.  Law  is  made  in 
the  streets,  in  the  day-to-day  course  of  human 
and  societal  dialogue  and  debate.  Eventually, 
when  one  opinion  or  another  becomes  sufficient¬ 
ly  widely  believed,  it  becomes  ratified  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  rooms,  legislative  chambers,  or  courts. 
But  we  would  do  well  to  remember  that  the  law  is 
always  made  first  in  the  streets. 

Consequently,  we  ought  not  to  mourn  over  the 
fact  that  six  of  nine  committee  members  in  New 
York  had  their  minds  made  up  to  vote  “no”  on 
Intro  384  before  the  hearings  on  that  measure 
began.  We  ought  to  be  encouraged  by  the  fact 
that  three  had  made  up  their  minds  to  vote 
“yes”,  and  we  ought  to  keep  on  doing  our  work 
so  that  eventually,  maybe  next  time,  five  will 
have  made  up  their  minds  to  vote  “yes”  before 
the  hearing  begin.  If  we  keep  up  our  end  of  the 
bargain  in  the  streets  (and  wherever  else  our  own 
individual  callings  bring  us  to  have  impact),  then 
it  can’t  be  too  long  before  the  so-called  “law¬ 
makers”  get  on  with  their  end  of  the  bargain, 
that  is,  ratifying  the  gay  rights  that  we  will  have 
won  elsewhere. 

with  love, 

Bob  Schwartz 
Charlottesville,  VA 


our  angry 
young  man 

An  Open  Letter  to  Peter  Choyce,  author  of 
“An  Angry  Young  Man”: 

First  and  foremost,  Mr.  Choyce,  let  me  say 
that  the  title  you  chose  for  your  article  was  most 
appropriate.  The  concerns  which  you  voiced  in  it 
are  shared  by  many  gay  people  (young  and  old), 
and  they  make  all  of  us  very  angry.  However, 
you  attack  your  subject  matter  with  more 
“Whimpering  Little  Boy”  attitude  than  a  babe 
without  its  bottle.  Why  DOESN’T  anybody  care 
about  you?  Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  that 
perhaps  (with  your  hostile,  self-serving,  holier 
than  thou  attitude)  you  might  be  alienating 
people  so  much  that  they  cannot  care  about  you? 
If,  as  you  say,  “we  are  all  joined  by  the  one  thing 
we  have  in  common  —  sex,”  do  you  choose  not 
to  identify  with  us?  Frankly,  I  do  not  believe  you 
and  I,  or  anyone,  have  ONLY  sex  in  common. 
It’s  quite  true  that  our  sexual  orientation  is 
similar.  However,  our  styles,  in  pursuit  of  and  in 
the  act  itself,  are  as  different  as  night  and  day. 

Furthermore,  I’m  sure  that  not  one  of  the 
adults  involved  with  the  Out  Here  program,  had 
any  intention  of  “mesmerizing”  you  or  anyone 
else  into  believing  that  “their  world  is  one  to  be 
desired.”  On  the  other  hand,  you  contradict  this 
accusation  by  assuring  your  readers  that,  “.  .  . 
they  [the  same  mesmerizing  adults]  had  nothing 
but  good  intentions  .  .  .  were  kind  and  decent 
people.”  Very  poor  manner  in  which  to  defend 
your  stand  on  such  an  important  issue. 

Before  urging  your  peers  to  attend  and  meet 
you  at  the  next  Committee  for  Gay  Youth  meet¬ 
ing,  you  would  be  wise  to  read  their  Statement  of 
Purpose.  While  they  will  agree  with  you  that  gay 
people,  including  gay  youths,  are  oppressed  and 
must  organize  for  better  representation,  their 
modus  operandi  strongly  differs  from  that  which 
you  propose. 

I,  too,  share  your  bitterness  in  confronting  the 
“stagnant  mold”  certain  members  of  the  gay 
community  chose  as  their  life-style.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  they  did  not  have  any  openly  gay  adults 
(when  a  child,  like  yourself)  from  whom  they 
could  learn  a  more  positive  direction  to  choose  as 
gay  adults  in  society.  We  are,  at  times  our  own 
worst  oppressors.  In  denying  yourself  the  possi¬ 
bilities  of  interaction  with  gay  adults  (this 
includes  learning  from  their  mistakes),  you 
become  the  oppressor. 

Until  you  can  organize  yourself  and  those  who 
share  your  discontent,  and  compile  and  construct 
some  proposals  for  meeting  the  needs  of  gay 
youths,  until  you  can  present  them  in  an  adult 
(and  I  stress  that  word  —  ADULT)  manner;  lay 
low,  my  friend,  for  children  should  be  seen  and 
not  heard. 

Donald  Farwell 
Boston 


ATTENTION  ALL  READERS 
GCN  is  presently  preparing  for  our 
special  annual  BOUQUETS  AND 
BRICKBATS  AWARDS  issue.  If  you 
have  any  nominations,  please  send 
them  as  soon  as  possible  to  “Bouquets 
and  Brickbats,”  c/o  GCN.  The  dead¬ 
line  for  nominations  is  Dec.  8. 


STUDENTS 

Each  semester  GCN  takes  on  several 
student  interns  in  the  news,  features, 
and  art  departments.  If  you  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  such  a  position  for  either  the 
month  of  January  or  for  the  spring  se¬ 
mester,  contact  us  now  and  we’ll 
contact  your  school’s  internship  office. 
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dismantling  and  destroying  the  public  educational  system  —  you  can  start  with  the 
Boston  School  Committee.  I  would  also  recommend  that  we  defend  the  “porno- 
graphers”  and  “drug  importers”  who  are  now  under  massive  federal  and  local 
police  attack  and  who,  I  think,  do  more  for  school-age  kids  than  all  classrooms, 
teachers  and  athletic  fields.  (John  Doyle  of  the  Boston  Police  has  said  that  he  and 
his  men  will  soon  close  down  the  Combat  Zone  —  that  bete  noir  of  the  repressed 
Irish  —  and  by  that  he  means,  amongst  others,  us  poor  faggots  who  go  to 
Playland,  Carnival,  Harry’s,  Jolar’s  and  the  Club  Baths.  Who  will  defend  us  and 
the  Combat  Zone? 

Who  Do  Public  Schools  Serve? 

I  regard  myself  as  a  victim  of  the  Amerikan  public  education  system.  I  suspect 
a  lot  of  other  homosexuals  were  victims  of  it  too.  Why  any  gay  person  wants  to 
have  anything  to  do  with  schools  puzzles  me.  (I’ve  always  thought  the  impulse  to 
teach  was  a  close  kin  to  a  Christ  complex  and  essentially  insulting  and  patronizing.) 
Humiliation,  discipline,  ejection:  whatever  their  means,  teachers  and  administrat¬ 
ors  were  able  to  weed  out  the  weird  ones.  Those  who  don’t  save  themselves  by 
getting  into  “trouble”  get  by  with  soaking  it  all  in  —  equally  damaging  in  the  long 
run.  Few  school-kids  are  well-served  by  public  schools;  the  queer  ones  not  at  all. 
The  school  system  seems  to  be  just  an  extension  of  the  heterosexual  nuclear-family. 
Breed  and  teach  the  creed.  Early  on,  one  catches  on  to  the  game  of  public  educa¬ 
tion:  public  schools  churn  out  a  small  “elite”  of  educated  middle-class  offspring, 
those  slated  to  serve  as  the  capitalists’  functionaries  and  technicians  (they,  my 
dear,  prepped\),  and  the  remainder  are,  well,  given  enough  “education”  to  let 
them  read  sports  pages,  fill  in  credit  applications  and  sign  checks.  Lucky  are  those 
who  are  taught  a  soon-to-be-obsolescent  skill.  And  all  this  costs  us  taxpayers  just 
billions  of  dollars! 

Ah,  but  the  virtue  of  public  education,  it  is  said,  is  that  it  is  secular  and  non- 
denominational.  Don’t  count  on  it.  Massachusetts,  the  last  state  to  disestablish 
religion  (1832),  didn’t  until  July  of  1978  decide  that  it  was  unconstitutional  for  the 
public  school  system  to  subsidize  religious  schools  through  so-called  textbook 
loans.  Church  schools  around  the  nation  exploit  the  public  system  to  get  what  they 
want.  In  smaller  communities,  the  public  schools  are  virtual  extensions  of  each 
town’s  chief  religion  —  “educating”  kids  to  all  the  prejudices  of  that  belief:  recall 
the  Kanawha  County  (West  Virginia)  uprising  several  years  ago  when  the  good  hill 
people  refused  to  let  their  children  read  the  heretical  modern  texts  being  introduced 
there  by  the  state  government.  But  one  needn’t  go  to  the  hills  of  West  Virginia  to 
be  in  Hickey-Land;  just  cross  the  river  to  Chelsea,  Mass.,  where  the  School 
Committee  banned  a  poem  from  the  school  library.  It  was  “The  City  to  a  Young 
Girl,”  by  a  15-year-old  Brooklyn  student  (a  poem  expressing  a  young  woman’s 
anger  at  men’s  sexism)  and  it  was  banned  because  they  said  it  was  “objectionable, 
salacious  and  obscene  material.”  Our  public  schools  very  much  reflect  the 
hypocrisies  and  ambitions  of  those  who  control  the  country,  reinforced  by  the 
most  sanctimonious  and  religious  elements  in  any  school  district.  Margaret 
Randall,  the  famous  American-Cuban  poet,  was  in  Boston  recently  and  in  an 
interview  (in  the  Globe),  she  spoke  about  the  emptiness  of  public  schooling  in  the 
U.S.,  up  to  and  including  the  community  college  level.  “She  said  she  was  also 
distressed  by  the  ignorance  of  history  she  was  finding  among  many  college 
students.  ‘Kids  don’t  know  history.  They  know  nothing  about  our  interests  in 
South  Africa  and  Chile.’  She  said  she  found  ‘abysmal  ignorance’  on  one  campus, 
where  a  community  college  student  didn’t  even  know  where  Cuba  was.  This 
ignorance  of  history  and  geography  Randall  interpreted  as  a  deliberate  attempt  ‘by 
the  system  to  keep  Americans  unaware’.” 

I  think  it  makes  no  difference  if  a  gay  or  straight  teacher  instructs  students  in 
U.S.  Citizenship,  Problems  in  Democracy,  Amerikan  History,  Phys.  Ed.,  or 
Junior  Achievement.  The  lies  of  a  false  consciousness  are  as  easily  administered  by 
either.  Our  public  schools  are  primed  to  turn  out  one  commodity  —  a  docile, 
patriotic,  tax-paying,  uniform  mass  to  serve  the  interests  of  capital  and  the  state. 
The  State  should  never  be  entrusted  or  empowered  to  “educate”  children;  the  very 
idea  is  obscene. 

What  California  voters  did  in  rejecting  Prop.  6  was  significant  on  the  immedi¬ 
ate  level.  More  important  (and  more  an  indication  of  things  to  come)  are  the 
actions  of  voters  in  towns  and  cities  of  Ohio  —  Akron,  Toledo,  Cleveland,  etc. 
They  are  repeatedly  voting  down  school  bond  issues  and  the  schools  are  closing. 
This  looks  promising  and  deserves  greater  attention.  What?  No  public  schools? 
This  make  some  people  nerrrvous.  What,  some  clamor,  will  we  do  without  them? 
Voltaire,  out  to  destroy  the  Catholic  Church,  was  often  asked  a  similar  question  by 
worried  believers  (who  were  unable  to  imagine  a  world  without  churches  or  estab¬ 
lished  religion)  and  he  had  an  answer  for  them  (as  he  had  an  answer  for  almost 
everyone):  “If  I  free  the  human  race  from  a  wild  beast  that  is  devouring  it,  need 
anyone  ask  what  I  will  put  in  its  place?” 

Oily  Liberalism: 

The  social  reactionaries  have  had  a  time  for  themselves  exploiting  the  popular 
initiative  and  referendum  in  their  attacks  on  gay  people.  In  Dade  County  and  else¬ 
where,  they  got  the  majority  to  vote  their  prejudices  (something,  arguably,  our 
system  is  keenly  designed  to  promote).  But  this  tactic  has  diminishing  returns.  As  a 
result  of  the  intervention  of  the  liberals  (who  have  been  properly  frightened  by  the 
implications  of  votes  in  Dade  County,  Wichita,  St.  Paul  and  Eugene),  the  “issue” 
of  the  rights  of  gay  people  to  work  in  the  school  systems  has  been  laid  to  rest  for 
now.  Notice  no  one  had  to  take  a  position  pro  or  con  on  homosexuality;  it  was  just 
job  rights.  That’s  one  reason  why  virtually  every  major  pol  came  out  No  on  6. 
(Though,  some  of  the  electorate  may  have  thought  they  were  voting  no  on  homo¬ 
sexuality,  and  maybe  Briggs  should  have  worded  his  proposition  another  way.  It’s 
Charley  Shively’s  view  that  whenever  voters  are  asked  their  opinion  on  anything 
touching  on  Gayola,  they  will  always  vote  NO.)  The  No  on  6  support  of  the  liberals 
in  this  case,  however,  was  in  no  way  an  endorsement  of  gay  rights,  and  it  is  a 
mistake  to  read  it  as  such.  Smart  pols  distanced  themselves  from  homosexual  acti¬ 
vists  with  the  ruse  that  “there  are  already  enough  laws  on  the  books  to  take  care  of 
any  problems  should  they  arise.”  The  problems  they  envision  are  us\ 

What  the  liberal  opposition  to  Briggs  did  was  make  No-on-6  Respectable.  But 
this  Respectability  had  its  price,  as  does  all  Respectability.  It  was  laden  with 
hypocrisy,  and  with  its  lures  of  entree  into  the  Big  Party  Machines  managed  to 
further  estrange  the  critical,  negative  and  genuinely  revolutionary  part  of  the  gay 


movement  from  those  rallying  to  this  single  issue.  The  coalition  of  liberals  with 
that  segment  of  the  homosexual  rights  movement  made  the  rest  of  us  even  more 
isolated.  Once  made  Respectable,  opposition  to  Prop.  6  finds  us  using  ohr  energies 
on  a  liberal  cause,  and  anyone  hesitant  to  commit  himself  or  herself  for  structural 
reasons  seems  a  sour  fart  amidst  the  ballyhoo.  We  find  ourselves  once  again 
fighting  a  reactionary  on  his  terms.  Our  own  Civics  Class  lectures  from  our 
“educations”  become  maps  for  actions:  rallies,  debates,  celebrity  endorsements, 
competitive  fund-raising,  publicity,  getting  caught  up  in  the  enervating  faddism  of  • 
“issues,”  without  ever  reaching  the  substance. 

Brigid  Brophy  once  observed,  profoundly,  that  people  and  institutions  are  still 
to  this  day  reacting  to  the  enormous  progressive  social  achievements  of  the  French 
Revolution.  This  is  especially  clear  in  the  political  behavior  of  the  liberals.  They 
seek  to  ameliorate  society’s  injustices  (as  they  define  them),  yet  they  are  careful  not 
to  damage  the  existing  political  structure.  And  this  cannot  be  done  —  the  do-good 
part  —  except  in  the  most  superficial  and  insignificant  ways.  Hence,  the  content  of 
Amerikan  “politics”  is  in  fact  trivial,  personalized  and  unproductive  of  change. 
Liberals  are  masters  at  keeping  the  political  situation  from  arriving  at  a  revolu¬ 
tionary  point  (at  which  institutions  collapse).  And  they  do  all  this  lacking  a 
theoretical  base!  They  wallow  about  in  the  mesrx>f  their  “pragmatism,”  full  of 
nothing  more  than  contradictions  and  stickey-fingered  self-interest.  A  revolution¬ 
ary  vision  (and  theory)  —  and  I’d  argue  particularly  the  anarchist  —  understands 
the  importance  of  destroying  institutions  of  oppression,  in  this  case,  state-run 
school  systems.  The  function  of  liberals  in  Amerika  is  to  defuse  our  revolutionary 
and  liberating  energies.  And  they  shall  do  this  if  we  let  them;  in  a  few  years  we  will 
have  faggots  and  dykes  in  the  military  (and  Craig  Russell  as  Martha  Raye  on  the 
next  U.S.O.  tour  to  keep  them  screaming!),  we’ll  have  women  priests,  and  gay 
“role  models”  as  teachers  of  Music  Appreciation  and  Sensitivity  Awareness,  and 
I’ll  bet,  even  Homosexual  Harmony  Facilitators  (i.e.  SSchool  Disciplinarians). 

Prop  6,  The  So-Called  New  Right  &  The  Failure  of  The  Gay  Left: 

How  has  our  community  learned  to  deal  with  successive  assaults  against  us 
from  the  right?  Some  of  us  have  come  to  understand  the  basic  truth  that  we  are  the 
change,  that  we  need  neither  exploitation  nor  mediation',  and  others  haven’t.  On 
election  day,  voters  in  Dade  County  once  again  rejected  a  human  rights  ordinance. 
Bob  Kunst,  a  gay  activist  there,  has  a  kind  of  homeopathic  view  of  how  to  treat  a 
social  pathology;  he  thinks  bigger  exposures  to  the  illness  will  effect  a  cure.  He 
said:  “We  can  win  if  the  gay  community  will  stop  worrying  about  being  oppressed 
and  work  with  professionals  who  know  what  they  are  doing  ...  If  the  country  had 
put  their  money  with  us,  we  could  have  won.” 

In  Seattle,  there  seemed  to  be  better  organizing  on  a  personal  and  non- 
manipulative  basis;  they  trusted  themselves  to  do  the  work.  The  Seattle  Committee 
Against  13  (SCAT)  and  Women  Against  13  (WAT)  were  instrumental  in  turning 
back.the  right  wing’s  attempt  to  undo  their  city’s  human  rights  provisions.  Both, 
according  to  their  own  information,  are  “democratic,  collectively  led  groups  who 
rely  on  volunteer  skills  rather  than  professional  services  [.  .  .]  Both  are  organiza¬ 
tions  with  elected  co-coordinating  committees  with  no  ‘leaders’  in  the  usual 
sense.”  Leaders,  liberals,  and  big  bucks  don’t  guarantee  success,  and  they  can  lead 
you  down  a  honeyed  primrose  path,  abandon  you,  leave  you  broke,  and  a  long  way 
from  how  you  should  be  organized. 

The  important  thing  is:  Know  Your  Enemy.  And  once  identified,  organize 
around  him  and  don’t  give  an  inch.  Anita  Bryant  and  John  Briggs  and  other 
opportunists  and  crazed  Christians  don’t  just  want  to  send  homosexuals  back  to 
closets;  they  want  a  fascist  theocratic  state.  Seattle  cop  Dennis  Falk,  initiator  of 
Prop  13  there,  put  it  on  the  line:  “Homosexuality  is  not  the  problem  in  America. 
Humanism  is  the  problem  in  America”  (emphasis  added).  I  suspect  he  means 
secularism,  rationalism,  and,  most  of  all,  godlessness !  And  it  is  watery  Amerikan 
humanism  under  attack;  that’s  why  the  liberals  entered  the  fray.  But  it’s  a  mistake 
to  think  these  Christian  Crusaders  against  “humanism”  constitute  a  New  Right. 
They’re  just  New  Faces  thumping  those  same  two  best-selling  novels  (Old  +  New 
Testaments),  demanding  comformity  or  death  (just  like  Rev.  Jim  Jones).  What 
was  just  fought  in  California  over  Briggs  was  no  different,  at  its  core,  than  that 
fought  in  the  courtroom  in  Dayton,  Term.,  in  1926,  which  convicted  a  controver¬ 
sial  schoolteacher,  Mr.  Scopes.  When  World-Views  Collide! 

Even  the  Left,  what  exists  of  it,  was  pulled  in  by  the  gravity  of  the  mass 
Respectability  on  the  Prop.  6  issue.  Boston/Cambridge’s  Lavender  Resistance 
published  in  GCN  (2%  Oct  78)  a  special  report  on  the  Briggs  Initiative.  Through  the 
prolixity,  they  finally  expressed  a  deep  concern  about  “quality  education”  (a  pet 
concern  of  Kathleen  Sullivan  Alioto’s)  and  gay  “role  models.”  They  wrote:  “Gay 
school  workers  can  present  different  experiences  and  perceptions  of  the  reality 
from  those  of  heterosexual  co-workers  .  .  .”  Sure.  Comforting  news.  If  that’s  the 
extent  of  the  left’s  imagination,  we  may  as  well  throw  in  the  cards  and  admit  defeat 
and  go  en  masse  to  sign  up  at  our  nearest  Anita  Bryant  Treatment  Center  (and,  at 
least,  take  advantage  of  the  group  discount  plan)!  Just  to  argue  the  point,  it  would 
be  more  radical  (and  considerably  more  pro-student  —  and  who  has  thought  about 
them  in  this  fray?)  for  the  Left  to  advocate  passing  Prop.  6,  then  organizing  the 
students  to  report  every  teacher  and  administrator.  This  is  a  scenario  put  forth  in 
the  current  gay  Alternate  (#6),  published  in  San  Francisco,  and  by  their  calcula¬ 
tions,  it  would  not  only  close  down  the  schools  during  the  investigations  of  the 
accused  (letting  the  kids  surf  and  do  dope),  but,  at  an  estimated  $40,000  to 
investigate  each  and  every  complaint,  it  would  bankrupt  the  state  of  California!  A 
pleasing  thought. 

The  Gay  Left,  which  I  assume  to  be  at  least  anti-religious,  anti-capitalist,  and 
anti-institutional  should  always,  at  a  minimum,  negate  whatever  it  is  a  liberal  pol 
advocates  and  take  it  from  there.  Move  fast  and  keep  them  guessing.  There  is  a 
seductive  and  terminal  pas-de-deux  going  on  between  the  real  right  in  this  country 
and  their- “opposition,”  the  liberals.  It  is  deadly  for  us  to  get  caught  in  their 
maneuverings.  Should  we  go  that  route, we  will  be  absorbed,  crushed,  or  blotted  out 
completely.  And  nothing  will  ever  change  as  we  would  want  it.  We  need  to  remind 
ourselves  constantly:  happily,  all  this  world  will,  soon,  change  and  be  gone.  But  it 
is  only  through  our  negativity  that  we  can  undo  it.  Without  negation,  we  are 
nothing  —  worse  than  nothing;  we  become  like  them\ 


“Speaking  Out”  is  the  column  designed  for  the  benefit  of  GCN  readers.  It  is  piarf 
of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion  for  the  community.  We 
encourage  you  to  send  your  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us  and  we 
encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  The  opinions 
expressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff  or  the  advertisers.  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02108. 
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Anger,  Sorrow,  Outrage,  Disbelief  Mark  Reactions  to  Shootings 


By  Jim  Marko 

BOSTON  —  As  40,000  San  Fran¬ 
ciscans  mourned  the  deaths  of  City 
Supervisor  Harvey  Milk  and  Mayor 
George  Moscone  in  a  spontaneous 
candlelight  march  led  by  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  leaders  in  the  gay  movement 
and  political  and  elected  officials 
throughout  the  country  expressed  dis¬ 
belief,  sorrow  and  anger  over  the  tragic 
shootings. 

Jean  O’Leary  and  Bruce  Voeller  of 
the  National  Gay  Task  Force  called  the 
killings  a  “personal  tragedy  to  all  gay 
people  in  this  country  and  a  blow  to  the 
cause  of  human  rights.”  The  NGTF 
co-directors  said,  “As  one  of  the  first 
openly  gay  elected  officials  of  a  major 
American  city,  Harvey  Milk  had  be¬ 
come  a  hero  to  our  community.  We 


DID  YOU  SEE? 

The  following  appeared  in  the  “Let¬ 
ters”  section  of  The  Boston  Edge,  a  bi¬ 
weekly  newspaper  “serving  the  aca¬ 
demic  community.  ” 

Dear  Editor: 

Your  newspaper  is  enjoyable  be¬ 
cause  there  are  many  interesting 
articles  and  reviews.  I  have  one  com¬ 
plaint  though.  Why  devote  so  much 
space  to  the  issue  on  gay  rights?  Every 
day,  at  least  once  a  day,  we  are  en¬ 
countered  with  this  issue.  Television, 
radio,  other  newspapers,  and  what 
we  see  in  the  streets  all  inform  us  on  the 
gay  rights  topic. 

Certainly  these  people  should  have 


mourn  him  as  the  symbol  he  was,  and 
for  his  own  personal  qualities  of  lead¬ 
ership,  courage  and  reasoned 
conviction.” 

President  Carter  expressed  “a  sense 
of  outrage  and  sadness  at  the  senseless 
killing”  in  San  Francisco.  New  York’s 
Mayor  Edward  Koch  simply  said, 
“There  are  nuts  all  over  the  world.” 

Former  Air  Force  Sgt.  Leonard  Mat- 
lovich,  who  had  worked  with  Milk  in 
the  successful  campaign  to  defeat  the 
anti-gay  school  workers  Proposition  6, 
told  IGCN  that  he  could  not  believe 
what  had  happened.  “We  have  lost  a 
living  hero  ...  I  guess  we  should  thank 
whoever  you  would  thank  —  a  God  or 
whatever  —  that  we  had  Harvey  for  as 
long  as  we  had  him,”  Matlovich  said. 

California  State  Senator  John 


some  rights,  but  what  about  our 
rights?  Every  time  you  turn  around 
some  group  or  organization  is  com¬ 
plaining  about  their  rights.  So  what, 
everybody  has  it  tough,  nobody’s  life  is 
full  of  smooth  sailing.  I  feel  if  they  are 
so  worried  about  their  rights  and  being 
accepted  they  should  not  make  every¬ 
thing  so  public. 

My  personal  view  of  homosexuality 
is  that  it  is  disgusting.  I  am  sure  there 
are  many  people  who  share  my  feel¬ 
ings.  The  whole  issue  has  been  blown 
completely  out  of  proportion. 

A  new  newspaper  on  its  way  to  be¬ 
coming  tops  should  not  waste  so  much 
time  and  valuable  printing  space  on 
such  an  exhausted  issue. 

Sincerely, 

Barbra  C.  Rodgers 


Briggs,  the  author  of  the  anti-gay 
Prop.  6,  said  the  death  of  any  person 
“diminishes  me  and  everybody  else.” 
Briggs  added,  “As  for  Harvey  individ¬ 
ually,  while  we  were  in  complete  dis¬ 
agreement  about  that  proposition,  I 
came  to  develop  a  respect  for  Harvey 
as  a  man  —  a  man  who  pursued  that  in 
which  he  fervently  believed  .  .  .  There 
are  many  demagogues  in  this  world 
and  he  was  not  one  of  them.” 

Wayne  Friday,  the  president  of  the 
San  Francisco  Tavern  Guild  and  a 
close  friend  of  Milk,  said,  “I  can’t 
believe  what’s  happened.” 

Calling  the  death  of  Harvey  Milk  a 
“tragic  loss,”  Steve  Endean,  of  the 
Gay  Rights  National  Lobby,  told  GCN 
that  Milk  “demonstrated  a  good  deal 
of  competence  in  his  work  and  earned 
the  respect  of  not  only  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  but  the  general  community  as 
well.” 

GCN  Managing  Editor  Richard 
Burns  joined  many  throughout  the 
country  who  reacted  with  shock  and 
anger  at  the  tragedy.  “We  mourn  the 
deaths  of  Harvey  Milk  and  Mayor 
Moscone  with  the  rest  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  as  well  as  on  a  personal  level.” 

Ordering  flags  on  state  and  local 
buildings  flown  at  half  staff, 
California  Gov.  Jerry  Brown  said,  “It 
is  with  deep  regret  that  I  learn  of  the 
deaths  of  Mayor  Moscone  and  Super¬ 
visor  Milk.  They  were  dedicated  public 
officials  devoted  to  serving  all  of  the 
people  of  San  Francisco.” 

A  stunned  and  obviously  upset 
Elaine  Noble  told  GCN,  “Clearly, 
there  is  not  anybody  who  would  not 
say  Harvey  was  one  of  the  brightest 


upcoming  politicians  in  California. 
This  seems  like  a  senseless  and  cruel 
thing  ...  I  can  hardly  put  it  into  any 
perspective  ...  It  seems  absolutely 
senseless.” 


Milk/Moscone 

Continued  from  Page  1 

the  city’s  largest  synagogue  and  at  the 
4000-seat  Opera  House. 

State  Assembly  member  Willie 
Brown,  who  authored  the  California 
private  consensual  act  measure,  ans¬ 
wered  the  question  on  many  minds: 
Why  so  much  tragedy  in  San  Francisco? 
He  urged  the  city  to  “stand  before  the 
nation  as  the  only  city  where  there  is 
the  chance  for  democracy  to  work. 
Because  democracy  works  here,  we 
have  got  to  be  prepared  to  tolerate  and 
understand  philosophies  and  persons 
who  are  undemocratic. 

“We  have  declared  that  there  is 
room  for  them  to  practice  their  beliefs. 
In  San  Francisco,  our  doors  are  always 
open  to  let  each  person  make  his  or  her 
own  decision  about  the  lifestyle  each 
wants.  San  Francisco  is  the  most  tol¬ 
erant  city  in  the  world.  Harvey  Milk 
and  George  Moscone  gave  their  lives 
for  that  idea.” 

Next  week  GCN  will  continue  its 
coverage  of  the  tragedy  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  There  will  be  complete  reports 
on  the  funeral  services  for  Milk  and 
Moscone  and  reports  on  the  aftermath 
of  the  shootings. 
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On  the  Village  Square 
Belloiv’s  Fall,  Vermont 

1st  Annual  Snowflake  Ball 

( Weekend,  of  December  8th,  9th,  &  10th) 

Ball  will  be  Saturday  -  December  9th 

Make  Reservations  Early  . 

For  Further  Information:  Call  John  or  Ron:  (802)  463*3 966 
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LEXINGTON 

“We  care  for  you  in  Lexington.” 

FULL  SERVICE  DEALER 

SALES  SERVICE  PARTS 
BODY  SHOP 
861-7400 


TOYOTA 


COUNSELING 

For  gay  men  who  want  to  be  gay 
and  content. 

Experienced,  gay  psychologist, 
who  will  understand  your  prob¬ 
lems  in  adjusting  to  gay  life,  offers 
his  counseling  services  to  individ¬ 
uals,  couples,  and  groups. 

Back  Bay  location — reasonable  rates 
Call  Ed  at  266-1610 
9  a.m.  -  9  p.m.  —  - 


INTEGRITY/BOSTON 
Gay  Episcopalians 
and  their  Friends 

Tuesdays,  7:30pm 
Emmanuel  Church 
15  Newbury  Street 
For  more  information: 
547-4676 


409  MASS.  AVE.,  LEXINGTON 
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Behind  The  Red  Door 

That's  where  the  Gay  Health  Collective  of 
1  Boston  is.  At  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
|  Center,  16  Haviland  Street.  Gay  nurses, 

1  physician  assistants,  and  physicians  to  care 
1  for  your  medical  needs.  Supportively. 

1  Call  267-7573 
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520  Comm.  Ave. 
Kenmore  Sq. 
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Health  Ins. 
Accepted 


COUNSELING 

Individual,  Couple 
And  Group  Counseling 
Call  for  Workshop 
And  Group  Information 
739-2200  (ext.  58) 


Town  ©’Country 
Doff  Glooming 


JERRY  FITZ  GERALD 

PROFESSIONAL  BATHING  & 
GROOMING  OF  ALL  BREEDS 
FULL  SELECTION  OF  PET  SUPPLIES 
Over  15  Years  Grooming  Experience 

MCMBER  MASS.  ASSOC.  OF 
PROFESSIONAL  DOG  GROOMING 

367-9040 

98  CHARLES  ST.,  BOSTON 


THC 


WOMEN'S  EXCHANGE 


CRAFTS,  FURNITURC 
CLOTHING  ON  CONSIGNMCNT 


MON.-SflT. 
10  R.M.-6  P.M. 
661-2059 


55  RIV6R  ST. 
C€NTRflL  SQURRe 
CRMBRIDG6,  MR. 
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ECYLiTCN  SCHOOL 
or  ELCOTOOLOOy 

an  ETC  Company 

ENROLL  NOW;  For  a  career  in  the  Para  Medical  Profession 

ELECTROLYSIS  "PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL" 

CO-ED  CLASSES;  No  charge  for  Treatments  in  Our  Electrology  Clinic 
DAY  &  EVENING  (nominal  fae  for  use  of  the  clinic) 


V 


Limited  Space  Available  —  Call  NOW 

Ask  for  Mr.  jEack,  R.E.  —  Director 


739  BOYLSTON  STREET 


266-1809 
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One  Voice:  ‘Thank  You  Harvey’ 


BOSTON  —  In  the  Feb.  25,  1978 
issue  of  GCN  [Vol.  5,  No.  32],  excerpts 
from  an  interview  with  Harvey  Milk 
were  published.  The  interview  was  con¬ 
ducted  by  Joe  Martin  for  his  “Closet 
Space”  program  on  WCAS  radio.  It 
was  a  wide  ranging  and  blunt  discus¬ 
sion  of  politics  and  gay  rights  leader¬ 
ship  both  in  San  Francisco  and 
throughout  the  country.  Here  GCN  re¬ 
prints  just  a  small  portion  of  that  inter¬ 
view,  in  which  Milk  discussed  his  rea¬ 
sons  for  seeking  public  office. 

“I’ve  told  this  story  before,  it’ll  be  a 
five  minute  story  —  or  three.  I  remem¬ 
ber  what  it  was  like  to  be  fourteen  and 
to  be  coming  out.  In  some  ways,  today, 
I  know  that  there’s  a  fourteen  year  old 
child  (and  I  always  pick  San  Antonio 
or  Des  Moines)  who  discovers  that  he 
or  she  is  gay.  The  parents  of  that  child 
throw  the  child  out  of  the  house,  in  one 
way  or  another.  The  child  knows  that 
he  or  she  will  be  tormented  by  his  or 
her  classmates.  That  child  will  be  har¬ 
assed  by  the  local  police  officer.  That 


child  is  a  criminal  under  state  law.  That 
child  hears  from  the  pulpit  of  churches 
that  he  or  she  is  sinful.  And  finally,  the 
child  now  turns  on  television  and  hears 
Anita  Bryant  saying  ‘how  wrong’. 

“That  child  has  several  options  in 
life:  to  remain  closeted,  to  become  an 
alcoholic,  suicidal  or  depressed  or 
whatever.  Then,  one  day,  that  child 
picks  up  a  newspaper  that  says  ‘Homo¬ 
sexual  elected  in  San  Francisco’.  Then, 
there  are  two  options  for  that  child:  to 
come  to  San  Francisco  where  it’s  ac¬ 
cepted,  or  to  stay  in  Des  Moines  or  San 
Antonio  and  fight. 

“I’ve  always  said  that.  Upon  my 
election,  we  got  newspaper  clippings 
from  all  over  the  country  with  the  story 
‘Homosexual  Elected’.  The  day  after 
these  stories  appeared,  I  got  a  phone 
call  —  it  wasn’t  from  San  Antonio  and 
it  wasn’t  from  Des  Moines;  it  was  from 
Altoon,  Pennsylvania.  There  was  a 
young  voice  saying,  ‘Is  this  Harvey? 
.  .  .  Thank  you  very  much,  Harvey 


Remembering  Harvey  Milk 


BOSTON  —  I  met  Harvey  Milk  in 
July  during  a  visit  to  San  Francisco. 
We  had  spoken  to  and  corresponded 
with  each  other  for  more  than  a  year 
before  that.  We  shared  some  common 
interests,  common  friends,  and  even  a 
few  common  adversaries. 

He  was  singularly  adamant  about 
one  aspect  of  gay  life  that  many  other 
gay  notables  are  conspicuously  divided 
on:  being  “out.”  He  equated  closets 
with  repression  and,  ultimately,  op¬ 
pression. 

As  a  veteran  (discharged,  of  course), 
business  person,  and  elected  official, 
he  made  inroads  into  areas  where  no 


upfront  gay  persons  had  previously 
been.  He  could  not  avoid  controversy 
because  of  who  he  was.  And  he  showed 
considerable  courage  and  strength  in 
bucking  high- financed  opposition  both 
in  the  race  for  state  assembly  in  1976, 
which  he  lost,  and  in  his  successful  race 
for  the  Board  of  Supervisors. 

Gay  people  will  be  hard-pressed  to 
find  another  individual  in  the  commu¬ 
nity  whose  very  presence  constitutes  an 
educational  experience.  Harvey 
Milk  was  not  only  a  gay  politician,  but 
a  good  politician  —  and  we  all  know 
how  few  of  those  are  around  these 
days. 

— David  Brill 


.  .  .  for  the  total  male 

^MASSAGE 

FOR 

fMEN 

Monday -Saturday  10 a.m. -2 a.m. 

Sunday  12  p.m.  - 12  a.m. 

Copley  Square 

Boston  267-7590 


GR€€TINGS,  R.S.V.P. 


CARDS 

“We  can  say  it  for  you 
ivhen  others  don’t  know  how.” 


PARTY  GOODS 

“To  serve  your 
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Gays  Organize  in  Germany 


By  W.J.  Krueckl 

GCN  recently  had  the  opportunity  to 
interview  a  West  German  gay  activist 
during  his  Boston  stop  on  an  Ameri¬ 
can/Canadian  tour  of  gay  collectives. 
Egmont  Fassbinder,  is  a  member  of 
Verlag  Rosa  Winkel,  publishers  of  a 
wide  line  of  gay  materials  which  range 
from  gay  lyrics  and  calendars  to  gay 
novels  and  health  guides. 

GCN:  I’ve  noticed  by  your  expressions 
that  you  seem  amazed  that  both 
lesbians  and  gay  men  operate  GCN. 
EF:  Yes,  the  lack  of  exactly  this  sort  of 
co-operation  between  men  and  women 
is  a  central  problem  in  the  German  les- 
bian/gay  movements,  and  indeed  the 
counter-culture  in  general. 

GCN:  What  about  the  status  of  the 
German  lesbian  and  gay  movement  in 
the  larger  German  left  and/or  counter¬ 
culture? 

EF:  Ah,  this  has  been  a  constant  strug¬ 
gle.  At  the  Russel  Tribunal  last  year  in 
Frankfurt,  gays  tried  to  get  recognized 
—  with  some  success.  Although  overall 
we  did  not  succeed  too  well.  More  re¬ 
cently,  however,  there  has  developed 
the  Spontibewegung,  or  spontaneous 
movement,  which  promotes  individ¬ 


uals  who  think  for  themselves  and  are 
not  part  of  the  many  leftist  groups. 
This  new  wave  in  the  movement  hopes 
to  form  a  larger  newspaper  representa¬ 
tive  of  all  groups  and  minorities,  in¬ 
cluding  lesbians  and  gays. 

GCN:  As  you  know,  we  in  America 
have  recently  experienced  a  lot  of  hos¬ 
tility  and  terrorism;  is  there  also  a 
right-wing  backlash  in  Germany? 

EF:  Terrorism  from  the  right  is  very 
real,  with  threats  to  our  lives,  as  here  in 
America.  Although  they  are  not  yet 
strong  enough  to  do  away  with  us 
again.  Gay  life  in  Germany  is  not 
worse  than  anywhere  else.  Jobs  are  dif¬ 
ficult  to  get  the  same  as  they  are  here. 
Gay  and  lesbian  pride  is  maybe  less 
than  America.  One  reason  for  this  is  a 
strongly  engrained  sense  of  fear  based 
on  the  fact  that  everyone  remembers 
what  it  means  to  be  out,  open  and  a 
target.  The  bitter  experience  of  the 
Nazi  Regime  has  left  its  mark.  Slowly 
however,  there  is  some  recognition  be¬ 
ing  given  to  our  struggle.  A  recent  in¬ 
terview  with  682  gay  men  in  the  maga¬ 
zine  Stern  exposed  the  problems  of 
being  a  gay  man  in  our  society  to  mil¬ 
lions  of  Germans.  Indeed,  we  are  now 


trying  to  build  an  alternative  gay  sub¬ 
culture  —  on  of  our  own  style  that  is 
not  dominated  by  the  failures  and  help¬ 
lessness  of  the  past. 

GCN:  In  our  media  we  have  been  made 
aware  of  terrorism  in  Germany.  What 
effect  has  leftist  terrorism  had  on  the 
lesbian  and  gay  movement? 

EF:  Big  brother  is  very  strong  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  terrorism  had  fed  directly 
into  it.  Too  many  people  are  now  in 
prison  for  having  tried  to  defend  ter¬ 
rorists  and  have  been  therefore  effec¬ 
tively  removed  from  political  action  on 
other  fronts.  We  are  losing  too  much 
over  so  little.  The  experience  of  terror¬ 
ism  in  Germany  has  proven  itself  to  be 
counter-productive.  Even  if  terrorism 
would  effect  a  change  in  the  system  it 
would  end  up  just  as  oppressive  simply 
because  it  would  be  established  by  the 
same  violence,  fear  and  force  as  the  old 
one  was.  As  it  is,  terrorism  has  merely 
given  the  forces  of  authoritarian 
control  the  excuses  needed  to  be  more 
oppressive  to  the  counter-culture. 
GCN:  Would  you  briefly  outline  some 
of  the  lesbian/gay  organizations  and 
services  in  West  Berlin? 

EF:  On  November  12th  a  new  lesbian 


and  gay  bookstore  opened  in  Berlin, 
our  first  non-pornographic  bookstore. 
It  is  call  Prinz  Eisenherz  on  -Biilow 
Strasse  17.  There  is  the  Berlin  gay 
newspaper  and  a  Berlin  Gay  Center, 
both  of  which  I  am  involved  in.  There 
are  presently  two  gay  cafes  named  Lila 
and  Anderes  Ufer.  There  is  also  the 
Allgemeine  Homosexuelle  Arbeits- 
gemeinschaft,  a  centralized  organiza¬ 
tion  of  many  small  groups.  They  hold 
weekly  meetings  with  programs  by  the 
various  groups.  It  tends  to  be  less  poli¬ 
tical.  We  also  have  the  Rosa  telephon 
hotline  functioning  daily  from  7:00 
p.m.  to  9:00  p.m.,  supplying  general 
information  to  the  community.  On 
July  23,  1979  we  are  planning  a  Gay- 
week  —  the  location  will  be  an¬ 
nounced.  We  hope  many  American  gay 
artists  and  musicians  will  come.  We 
also  hope  that  Tom  Robinson  will 
come.  The  general  theme  and  drive  of 
the  week  will  be  to  promote  and  help 
create  alternative  lesbian/gay  life¬ 
styles.  Gay  theatre,  music  and  anyone 
doing  something  with  their  own  hands 
and  minds  are  welcome.  Not  too  many 
consumers  please. 


Kay  Gardner  rehearses  the  New  England  Women’s  Symphony 


N.E.W.S.  News 


By  Lynn  Tibbets  and  A  my  Hoffman 

The  New  England  Women’s  Symph¬ 
ony  began  as  a  dream  of  Kay  Gard¬ 
ner’s.  Women  composers  often  have 
no  access  to  orchestras  to  perform  their 
works,  and  women  conductors  are 
denied  an  “instrument”  on  which  to 
practice  their  art.  Gardner,  a  flute 
player,  composer  and  conductor 
herself,  has  long  been  concerned  with 
the  problems  of  women  musicians. 
She,  Nancy  Barrett-Thomas  —  a  pian¬ 
ist  and  composer  —  and  many  others, 
brought  the  women’s  symphony  from 
idea  to  stage  in  nine  months. 

“The  purpose  of  the  New  England 
Women’s  Symphony”  is  to  promote 
women’s  music.”  The  symphony  will 
employ  women  as  musicians,  conduct¬ 
ors,  administrators,  musicologists, 
composers  and  fund  raisers.  It  will  give 
women  the  chance  to  gain  experience  in 


all  these  fields.  NEWS  is  advised  by  a 
national  advisory  board  of  prominent 
women,  and  policy  is  set  by  a  local 
board  of  trustees.  Imposing  as  this 
structure  may  seem,  it  serves  its  pur¬ 
pose  well.  The  project  has  required  the 
assistance  of  many  women,  most  of 


whom  are  volunteers,  and  the  organi¬ 
zation  helps  coordinate  their  efforts  by 
defining  responsibilities.  It  is  also  a 
structure  familiar  to  potential  funding 
sources.  Underneath  all  this,  the  ulti¬ 
mate  intent  to  create  non-hierarchical 
structures  is  quietly  expressed. 

Currently,  NEWS  runs  on  a  shoe¬ 
string.  It  is  seeking  funding  from  a 
variety  of  sources,  including  individual 
memberships  and  grants. 

Besides  the  orchestra  itself,  projects 
include  a  research  department, 
monthly  seminars  on  topics  such  as 
conducting  and  improvisation,  a  dis¬ 
cussion  session  for  composers,  and 
chamber  ensembles. 

NEWS  auditions  were  held  this  fall. 
The  musicians  performed  behind  a 
screen  so  that  the  judges  could  not  see 
or  speak  to  them.  Both  men  and 
women  were  welcome  to  audition. 
They  were  evaluated  in  six  areas:  inton¬ 
ation,  tone,  technique,  phrasing,  sight¬ 
reading  and  improvisation.  Selection 
was  made  on  the  basis  of  the  scores 
each  applicant  achieved  in  these  areas. 
The  orchestra  is  now  a  group  of 
women  representing  all  six  New  Eng¬ 
land  states  and  several  minorities. 

Each  NEWS  concert  will  feature 
works  fromthe  standard  orchestral  rep¬ 
ertoire,  works  by  established  compos¬ 
ers,  and  works  by  unknown  composers. 
This  reflects  the  need  to  build  and 
recover  our  musical  tradition  and  will 
also  improve  the  opportunities  avail¬ 
able  to  women  composers.  Although 
Kay  Gardner  is  the  principal  conduct¬ 
or,  other  women  will  have  the  chance 
to  conduct  at  each  concert.  NEWS’ 
first  concert,  on  Sunday,  Dec.  3  at  8:00 
^  in  Sanders  Theater,  will  feature  Vivian 
Fine  conducting  her  own  work.  Febru- 
|  ary  and  April  concerts  will  feature, 
|  respectively,  pianist  Virginia  Eskin  and 
*  conductor  Antonia  Brico. 

The  December  program  consists  of 
works  by  Mabel  Daniels,  Pauline  Oli- 
veros,  Pamela  J.  Marshall  and  Vivian 
Fine. 

Daniels’  work,  “Deep  Forest,”  rep¬ 
resents  the  body  of  “standard”  or¬ 
chestral  literature.  Daniels  lived  in  the 
Boston  area  her  whole  life  and  was 


closely  associated  with  Radcliffe,  from 
which  she  graduated  in  1900.  After 
graduating,  she  studied  at  the  Munich 
Conservatory,  an  almost  obligatory 
course  of  action  for  turn  of  the  century 
American  composers.  She  was  one  of 
very  few  women  there.  “Deep  Forest,” 
written  in  1930,  is  her  best  known 
orchestral  work.  She  is  also  well- 
known  for  her  songs  and  choral  works. 

Pauline  Oliveros  works  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  California  at  San  Diego 
Center  for  Music  Experiment.  She  was 
composing  avant-garde  music  before 
there  was  an  avant-garde.  She  moved 
from  writing  for  conventional  instru¬ 
ments  to  group  improvisation  to  the 
use  of  electronically  generated  sounds. 
She  has  written  pieces  for  amplified 
apple  boxes,  and  for  a  group  of  card 
players.  The  piece  NEWS  will  play  is 
dedicated  to  Marilyn  Monroe  and  Val¬ 
erie  Solanis,.  It  calls  for  the  use  of  three 
small  orchestras  to  be  located  through¬ 
out  the  hall.  Each  musician  picks  five 
notes  on  which  to  improvise.  They 
start  by  playing  one  note,  and  at  a  light 
cue,  introduce  the  other  notes.  Players 
are  allowed  to  borrow  notes  and 
improvisational  techniques  from  other 
players  during  this  section.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  piece,  they  return  to 


their  original  notes.  The  effect  of  the 
piece  is  meditational. 

“The  Chill  Wind  in  Autumn,”  by 
Pamela  Marshall,  was  originally  a  set 
of  songs  for  mezzo-soprano  and  piano. 
Marshall  orchestrated  them  in  Septem¬ 
ber  for  the  NEWS  performance.  She  is 
a  young  composer,  currently  studying 
for  her  Master’sat  Yale. 

Vivian  Fine  began  her  career  as  a 
pianist,  giving  lecture  demonstrations 
on  contemporary  piano  music.  She  has 
written  much  music  for  the  dance,  and 
the  piece  NEWS  will  perform  is  based 
on  a  segment  from  a  ballet  written  for 
Martha  Graham,  “Alcestis.”  It  was 
composed  in  1960.  The  piece  is  struc¬ 
tured  as  a  concerto:  it  is  a  dialogue 
between  the  violin,  viola  and  cello 
soloists  and  the  orchestra.  Fine  is  a 
feminist  and  has  written  two  pieces 
based  on  the  writings  of  women: 
“Meeting  for  Equal  Rights,  1866”  and 
an  opera,  “The  Women  and  the 
Garden.” 

For  this  performance  the  orchestra  is 
chamber-sized.  Auditions  will  be  held 
in  mid-December  to  fill  out  the  sym¬ 
phony  for  the  requirements  of  the  Feb¬ 
ruary  and  April  programs.  For  more 
information,  you  can  contact  NEWS  at 
782-8225. 


Jane  Motley 
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Living  in  a  Double  Closet 


By  David  Steven 

For  several  years,  I  have  been  in  the 
process  of  coming  out  of  two  very  dif¬ 
ferent  closets.  I  grew  up  gay  in  a  very 
wealthy  family  and  had  become  in¬ 
credibly  closeted  about  both  my  sex¬ 
uality  and  my  disproportionate  share 
of  economic  power.  My  family 
couldn’t  learn  of  my  gayness;  my  gay 
friends  mustn’t  know  of  my  wealth; 
and  the  “normal”  world  couldn’t  ever 
know  of  either.  Life  became  a  compli¬ 
cated  process  juggling  several  identi¬ 
ties.  I  suffered  a  pervasive  feeling  of 
loneliness.  No  one  else  in  the  world,  I 
felt,  could  possibly  be  in  my  position. 
However,  the  process  of  coming  out 
sexually  has  been  a  vital  tool  in  recog¬ 
nizing  the  need  to  confront  my 
inherited  wealth,  to  understand  its 
historical  background,  and  to  begin  to 
work  with  it  toward  social  change. 

My  family  is  completely  WASP.  My 
father  was  a  wealthy  banker;  my 
mother’s  grandfather  founded  one  of 
the  largest  corporations  in  the  country. 
I  spent  my  childhood  in  a  large  home 
on  a  hill  overlooking  the  town  below 
and  the  river  beyond.  My  considerably 
older  brother  and  sisters  had  moved 
away,  leaving  me  to  spend  much  time 
in  solitude,  often  reading  in  our  library 
or  wandering  in  the  woods  on  our  large 
property.  Without  saying  as  much,  my 
parents  emphasized  our  special  status, 
literally  and  figuratively  above  the 
people  living  below  us.  At  the  same 
time,  I  was  taught  not  to  “show  off” 
or  to  be  assertive.  I  had  been  especially 
qualified  with  privilege,  but  must  not 
show  it.  I  was  petrified  of  showing  any 
signs  of  independence, which  reinforced 
my  growing  closet  mentality.  (It  wasn’t 
until  quite  recently  that  I  realized  that 
those  in  power  in  society  don’t  need  to 
be  overtly  assertive  or  violent,  because 
they  automatically  hold  all  the 
controls.) 

Money  was  never  talked  about  in  its 
larger  aspects  —  (rather,  infinite  dis¬ 
cussions  about  why  my  allowance  was 
only  IOC  a  week).  I  vaguely  learned 
that  one  must  live  “modestly,”  con¬ 
tribute  to  “charities”  (but  not  too 
much),  and  save  everything  left  (which 
was  a  great  deal).  My  mother’s  idea  of 
“not  showing  off”  was  to  wear  her  old 
mink  coat  with  the  holes  to  the  super¬ 
market  (with  me  hiding  under  it).  At 
least  it  was  an  attempt,  as  was  her  and 
my  father’s  intense  dislike  for  “coun¬ 
try  club”  society,  a  feeling  which  I 
happily  inherited.  My  early  life  was 
essentially  very  protected,  with  no 
apparent  contradictions.  I  went 
through  private  schools  and  a  small 
New  England  college  and  was  never 
very  personally  aware  of  oppression, 
save  for  my  growing  homosexual  feel¬ 
ings,  which  I  knew  I  couldn’t  share 
with  anyone  else. 

If  money  is  discussed  little  in  a 
wealthy  WASP  family,  sex  is  literally 
unheard  of.  At  least  I  never  heard  of  it. 
I  recall  my  mother  saying  once  that 
none  of  the  men  in  our  social  circle 
liked  the  local  museum  curator  because 
he  wasn’t  a  “real”  man  (reason:  he 
lived  with  another  man  —  I  only  found 
that  out  from  my  unmarried  aunt). 
And  once,  when  I  used  the  word  “de¬ 
lightful”  in  front  of  my  father,  he  said, 
“David,  let’s  leave  words  like  that  for 
the  women  to  use,  shall  we?”  I  cer¬ 
tainly  didn’t  need  to  hear  anything 
about  sex  to  know  that  I  was  one  bad 
boy.  I  couldn’t  see  anything  wrong 
with  either  men  who  liked  men  or  cer¬ 
tain  “forbidden”  words.  For  years,  I 
was  convinced  that  I  was  certainly 
abnormal  —  not  only  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world,  but  within  “the  family, 
full  of  its  socially-useful  and  hard¬ 


working  members.  Going  to  all-male 
schools  until  graduate  level  continued 
my  sense  of  social  isolation,  except  for 
a  few  wonderful,  though  furtive  and 
guilt-ridden,  affairs. 

Finally,  through  the  wife  of  a  college 
roommate,  I  met  some  feminists  who 
were  actively  exploring  issues  of  sexual 
oppression.  Finding  encouragement,  I 
came  out  to  them  and  am  eternally 
grateful  for  their  strong  support.  I 
began  to  see  now  the  effects  of  per¬ 
sonal  oppression  were  related  to  both 
my  sexuality  and  my  guilt  over  my 
wealth.  Needless  to  say,  the  process  of 
coming  out  sexually  has  taken  years, 
although  it  has  accelerated  during  the 
last  three  years  since  I  moved  to 
Boston. 

My  growing  consciousness  of  the 
oppression  I  felt  as  a  gay  person  began 
a  process  of  reaction  to  my  establish¬ 
ment  upbringing.  Thanks  to  my 
parents’  effective  non-assertiveness 
training,  I  had  never  become  involved 
in  any  grass-roots  political  work.  My 
only  previous  political  activity  had 
been  in  the  environmental  struggle,  but 
the  personal  pressure  I  was  beginning 
to  feel  was  a  strong  impetus  to  action.  I 
had  always  felt  a  gnawing  guilt  about 
my  money,  which  occasionally  made 
me  wonder  why  I  had  so  very  much 
more  than  others  and  had  done  abso¬ 
lutely  nothing  to  get  it.  That  feeling 
intensified  considerably  when  I  re¬ 
ceived  most  of  my  inheritance  at  21 
(ten  years  ago),  my  mother  having  died 
several  years  before  (my  father  died 
soon  afterward). 

At  that  time,  there  was  no  one  I 
knew  who  shared  my  awkward  feelings 
and  whom  I  could  talk  to,  so  for 
several  years  it  was  trial  and  error. 
There  were  many  problems  to  deal 
with:  family  bankers  (patronizing), 
lawyers  (worse),  accountants  (intimi¬ 
dating),  and  decisions  about  lifestyle 
(work  for  a  salary,  volunteeer,  buy  a 
car,  don’t  buy  a  stereo,  lie  about  my 
middle  name,  come  out  about  it). 
Beginning  the  process  of  establishing 
priorities  about  money  and  giving  it 
away  (lots  of  mistakes  there,  and  a  few 
successes)  took  a  lot  of  time  and 
energy,  which  didn’t  even  include  the 
“normal”  energy  spent  in  seeking 
personal  relationships.  My  feelings  of 
permanent  aloneness  persisted.  One 
long-term  relationship,  which  became 
tied  up  between  my  guilt  feelings  and 
my  lover’s  love/hate  reactions  to  my 
money,  didn’t  help. 

My  increased  gay  political  awareness 
gave  me  the  strength  to  integrate  my 
sexuality  into  my  life,  so  I  only  had  one 
closet  left  to  deal  with.  When  1  came  to 
Boston  three  years  ago,  I  heard  about 


the  Haymarket  People’s  Fund,  a  group 
of  mostly  younger  people  with  inher¬ 
ited  wealth  who  were  giving  money  to 
grass-roots  political  groups  throughout 
New  England.  In  addition,  all  the 
decision-making  power  about  where 
the  money  went  was  placed  in  a  board 
composed  of  community  activists.  By 
this  process,  much  of  the  power 
implicit  in  having  money  is  given  up  by 
the  donors  and  returned  directly  back 
to  the  community.  I  had  long  wanted 
to  put  money  in  the  community,  with¬ 
out  having  any  idea  at  all  how  to  do  it. 
Obviously,  others  had  had  the  same 
feeling. 

Haymarket  has  been  the  means  to 
meet  many  other  people  in  my  posi¬ 
tion,  and  there  is  a  strong  effort  to 
reach  out  to  more  individuals.  (There 
are  other  community  foundations  in 
San  Francisco,  Seattle,  Los  Angeles, 
Philadelphia,  and  New  York.)  In  an 
atmosphere  of  strong  mutual  support, 
I  have  been  able  to  be  a  whole  person 
for  the  first  time  in  my  life.  The  second 
closet  door  was  opening. 

To  be  sure,  there  are  radical  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  two  closets,  and 
herein  lies  a  key  to  social  change.  The 
essential  step  for  consciousness-raising 
is  identification  with  oppression.  Rich 
people  do  not  often  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  experience  oppression  first¬ 
hand.  Rich  people  who  are  gay  belong 
to  two  minorities:  ONE,  HOWEVER, 
IS  AT  THE  VERY  TOP  OF 
SOCIETY,  WHILE  THE  OTHER  IS 
ONE  OF  THE  MANY  WHO  HAVE 
TO  FIGHT  FOR  THE  MINIMUM 
RIGHTS  USUALLY  CONSIDERED 
BASIC. 

Gay  people  with  wealth  have  easy 
ways  to  protect  themselves  from 
society,  and  indeed  many  do  this.  Rich 
people  can  afford  to  be  gay.  There  are 
many  wealthy  gays  who  live  totally 
insulated  lives  within  a  very  tight  social 
circle  and  prefer  not  to  rock  the  boat. 
This  tendency  toward  isolation  makes 
it  all  the  more  important  for  rich  gays 
to  realize  the  oppressive  forces  which 
.have  put  them  in  the  closet  and  fight 
against  them.  Nancy  Walker,  in  her 
article,  “Responsibilities  of  Gay  Citi¬ 
zenship”  ( GCN ,  Vol.  6,  No.  8),  has 
spoken  well  to  this  subject.  Rich  people 
can  also  afford  to  come  out. 

There  is  an  incredible  amount  of 
money  within  the  gay  community 
which  is  not  being  utilized  in  the 
struggle  for  rights;  not  only  inherited 
wealth,  but  even  savings  accumulated 
in  well-paying  jobs.  Money  is  spent  on 
$1,800  chairs  (it’s  true!)  instead  of 
being  sent  to  groups  working  for  gay 
rights.  Money  is  a  political  tool,  and 
the  wealthy  gay  person  can  contribute 


very  effectively  toward  social  change.' 

Obviously,  the  process  of  coming 
out  is  not  easy,  regardless  of  social 
status:  homophobia  cuts  across  all 
classes.  While  the  wealthy  person  has 
less  to  risk  because  of  his  or  her 
material  security  (I  haven’t  yet  heard 
of  anyone  being  disinherited),  there  are 
often  obstacles  unique  to  those  with 
money.  Many  rich  families  go  to  elab¬ 
orate  extremes  in  order  to  keep  the 
riches  within  the  family  and  not  let  it 
pass  to  gay  lovers,  social  foundations, 
etc.  In  my  own  case,  I  finally  came  out 
to  my  brother  and  sisters  very  recently, 
and  received  support  from  them  in  a 
“do  your  own  thing”  way.  For  any¬ 
one,  coming  out  can  only  lead  to  more 
efficiency  in  one’s  life.  Hopefully,  it 
can  also  prevent  any  more  grim  stories 
such  as  the  Knight  murder  in  Philadel¬ 
phia  several  years  ago,  in  which  a 
closeted  gay  man  was  leading  two  very 
separate  lives.  (As  we  have  learned  this 
week,  however,  coming  out  does  not 
automatically  prevent  violence,  either.) 

The  process  of  coming  out  about 
one’s  wealth  and  beginning  to  deal 
with  it  in  terms  of  a  political  consci¬ 
ousness  is  long  and  difficult.  Finding 
out  about  one’s  finances,  standing  up 
to  one’s  bankers,  learning  to  deal  with 
being  guilt-tripped,  and  making  decis¬ 
ions  about  living  and  giving  are  all 
steps;  strength  and  knowledge  are 
gained  all  along  the  way.  A  couple  of 
lesbians  I  have  met  recently  have 
described  to  me  the  particular  difficul¬ 
ties  they  have  had  in  convincing  their 
families  that  they  really  did  want  to 
take  control  of  their  inheritance  and 
could  begin  to  give  it  away  competently 
(i.e.,  that  they  didn’t  need  a  husband 
or  the  family  lawywer  to  make  these 
decisions  for  them).  Other  pressures 
are  strong,  too:  one  of  these  women 
has  suffered  physical  abuse  because  she 
turned  down  a  friend’s  request  to 
support  a  particular  cause.  In  both 
coming-out  processes,  mutual  support 
is  crucial. 

There  are  many  ways  and  many 
areas  in  which  to  support  the  move¬ 
ment  for  social  change,  and  the  gay 
rights  movement  in  particular.  I  began 
by  giving  money  through  Haymarket, 
which  itself  has  given  grants,  among 
many  others,  to  GCN,  Maine  Gay 
Task  Force,  and  Connecticut  Gay  Task 
Force.  I  have  since  begun  in  addition  to 
support  specific  groups  and  actions, 
usually  giving  away  about  two-thirds 
of  my  income  every  year.  It  certainly  is 
also  possible  for  a  person  to  remain 
anonymous  inhis/her  giving,  but  the 
important  point  is  to  begin  making 
giving  decisions. 

Recognizing  specific  oppression  as  a 
gay  person  is  only  one  way  toward  the 
vital  awareness  of  solidarity  with  other 
oppressed  minorities,  but  it  happens  to 
be  a  form  which  directly  affects  many 
wealthy  people.  The  resulting  radicali- 
zation  is  an  effective  political  tool.  It  is 
important  for  more  and  more  rich  gays 
to  come  out  sexually  and  politically  in 
order  to  discover  the  strength  which 
comes  from  working  toward  common 
goals. 

If  anyone  would  like  to  talk  further 
about  these  issues,  please  contact  the 
author  through  GCN.  The  folks  at 
Haymarket  People’s  Fund,  120 
Boylston  St.,  Room  707,  Boston 
02116,  phone  426-1909,  are  an  import¬ 
ant  source  of  information  and  help. 
Also,  a  helpful  and  supportive  book 
has  just  been  published  by  Vanguard 
Public  Foundation  [Hay market’s  sister 
in  San  Francisco]:  Robin  Hood  Was 
Right  —  A  Guide  to  Giving  Your 
Money  for  Social  Change,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  1977. 


Page  10  •  Gay  Community  News,  December  9,  1978 

ODYSSEY  OF  A  UNICORN 

Sexism  and  Racism  at  GCN? 


By  Nancy  Walker 

In  the  beginning  of  October  I  took 
part  in  a  meeting  with  a  number  of 
other  women  who  are  concerned  in 
some  capacity  with  the  Gay  Commun¬ 
ity  News.  It  had  been  made  clear  in  the 
posters  announcing  the  meeting  that 
the  major  subject  was  going  to  be  how 
tc:  deal  with  sexism  on  the  paper.  I  was 
curious  about  that  because  I  had  never 
been  troubled  by  sexism  here. 

I  do  not  pretend  that  sexism  does  not 
exist.  It  exists  in  some  individuals  and 
not  in  others.  Where  it  does  exist,  I  can 
handle  it  because  I  know  that  blatantly 
and  seriously  sexist  individuals  either 
do  not  last  long  here  or  learn  to  control 
their  sexism  when  and  where  it  is  neces¬ 
sary.  This  paper  tends  not  to  attract  or 
keep  people  of  either  sex  who  really, 
truly  and  deeply  dislike  the  opposite. 
Somehow  I  manage  to  go  my  own  way, 
doing  what  I  have  to  do.  Certain  peo¬ 
ple  here  I  like  very  much;  others  I  leave 
alone.  I  am  sure  that  there  are  those 
who  dislike  me,  and  hope  there  are 
some  who  like  me,  but  as  a  person,  not 
for  the  sake  of  my  plumbing,  which  is 
pretty  negligible  at  this  stage  anyway. 

All  of  this  liking  and  not  liking  is 
beside  the  point,  however.  The  point  is 
for  people  who  share  the  common  goal 
of  putting  out  a  newspaper  for  the  gay 
population  to  table  their  differences 
sufficiently  to  get  the  job  done.  When 
we  leave  the  GCN  office  we  can  do 
whatever  we  please.  We  can  like  whom 
we  please,  dislike  whom  we  please, 
associate  with  whom  we  please, 
patronize  the  bars  we  wish  to 
patronize,  ad  infinitum. 


One  thing  that  emerged  from  the 
women’s  meeting  was  an  accusation  of 
racism  on  the  paper.  I  am  unaware  of 
it.  Black,  Chinese,  Indian,  anyone  and 
everyone  who  wants  to  contribute 
something  to  the  paper  is  encouraged 
to  do  so.  Several  blacks  do  write  for  us. 
I  hope  more  will,  but  that  is  neither 
here  nor  there.  The  main  issue  for  me 
in  this  article  is  one  of  personal  free¬ 
dom.  Sometimes,  I  think,  in  our  mis¬ 
sionary  zeal  to  do  what  is  politically 
correct,  we  forget  that  individuals  have 
rights  that  cannot  be  abrogated  be¬ 
cause  a  supposedly  liberated  or  liberal 
group  to  which  they  belong  assumes 
that  the  individuals  acting  in  their 
personal  lives  in  a  particular  way 
offends  the  group’s  sensibilities  or 
moral  objectives.  We  cannot  and 
should  not  dictate  to  anyone  who 
his/her  friends  should  be.  We  certainly 
have  no  business  telling  anyone  whom 
to  love  or  relate  to  sexually.  Access  to 
public  places,  equality  before  the  law 
and  equal  opportunity  in  employment 
should  be  provided  for  everyone.  But 
equality  stops  at  the  bedroom  door. 

When  we  as  gays  declare  to  the 
world  that  we  do  not  want  to  relate 
sexually  to  the  opposite  sex,  we  are 
flying  in  the  teeth  of  convention,  tradi¬ 
tional  religion  and  cultural  taboo.  But 
we  do  it;  we  do  it  proudly  and  hope  to 
do  it,  some  day,  without  penalty.  Then 
we,  the  societal  outsiders,  turn  around 
and  dictate  how  men  shall  treat  women 
(seldom,  if  ever,  how  women  shall  treat 
men;  power  in  men’s  rather  than 
women’s  hands  being  the  excuse  of¬ 
fered  for  this  lop-sided  arrangement), 


and  how  whites  shall  treat  blacks  (the 
same  disproportion  exists  here  too). 
Fine  and  dandy  —  in  public.  Approp¬ 
riate  in  business  and  in  regard  to  civil 
liberties.  But  no  damned  good  in  one’s 
private  life. 

It  is  absurd  and  cruel  to  label  a 
person  “bigot”  if  he/she  wants  to 
relate  intimately  only  to  a  member  of 
his/her  own  race,  religion  or  even 
ethnic  group.  We  grow  up  with  enor¬ 
mously  different  cultural  backgrounds. 
If  we  prefer  to  make  a  home  or  just  to 
sleep  with  people  whose  backgrounds 
make  it  possible  for  us  to  communicate 
better,  that  should  be  perfectly  under¬ 
standable.  I  would  never  attempt  to 
legislate  for  others  whom  they  may 
love  or  invite  into  their  homes.  By  the 
same  token,  if  I  want  to  deal  personally 
only  with  Jews  or  whites  or  women,  if  I 
want  to  speak  only  with  others  who 
grew  up  in  New  York  or  have  advanced 
degrees  in  English  literature,  that 
should  be  my  right.  I  declare  it  is  my 
right.  No  one  is  ever  going  to  tell  me 
who  my  friends  may  or  may  not  be. 
And  I  refuse  any  kind  of  label  for 
making  personal  choices  based  on 
whatever  prompts  me  to  them. 

We  are  all  entitled  to  our  private 
lives  and  our  private  loves.  I  made  an 
error  when  I  put  the  headline 
“Racist?”  on  a  small  notice  in  the  clas¬ 
sified  section  of  the  paper.  What  I. 
meant  to  convey  was  simply  the  idea 
that  it  is  not  part  of  a  necessary 
formula  (from  GCN's  point  of  view)  to 
say  “GWM,  GWF,  GBM,  GBF'  in  a 
personal  ad  unless  the  advertiser  really 
wants  to  do  that.  I  can  see  many  valid 


reasons  why  a  person  would  want 
others  to  know  his/her  race  as  well  as 
age,  interests,  etc.  Such  information  is 
descriptive.  It  helps  the  person  reading 
the  ad  to  make  a  decision  based  on  that 
information  and  its  relevance  to  the 
reader’s  set  of  criteria  for  selecting  pos¬ 
sible  friends  or  lovers.  We  have  no 
right  to  dictate  such  criteria.  It  was  cer¬ 
tainly  not  my  intention  to  seem  as  if  I 
were  doing  so. 

I  am  particularly  fussy  about  my 
personal  relationships,  and  though  be¬ 
fore  I  met  my  lover,  I  assumed  I  was 
open  to  falling  in  love  with  a  person  of 
another  race,  I  did  in  fact  fall  in  love 
with  a  white  woman  who  happens  not 
to  be  Jewish,  a  defect  she’s  constantly 
laboring  to  overcome.  Sometimes  all 
this  carry-on  about  race,  religion  and 
sex  seems  so  petty  and  silly  that  I  can¬ 
not  take  it  seriously.  I  am  incredibly 
prejudiced  about  many  things  like 
cigarettes  and  noise  and  stupidity,  and 
I  cannot  afford,  because  of  these 
things  that  really  matter  to  me,  and  I 
off  people  merely  on  the  basis  of  race, 
religion  or  sex  for  fear  that  I  should 
end  up  all  alone.  But  that’s  only  how  I 
am.  If  other  peoples’  prejudices  run 
along  more  conventional  lines,  so  be  it. 
They  have  that  right,  and  they  should 
have  it  —  absolutely. 

The  right  to  choose  is  sacred  and 
nobody  has  the  authority  to  force 
anyone  else  to  make  a  choice  that  is 
uncomfortable.  If  you  do  not  like  my 
choices,  you  are  free  not  to  deal  with 
me.  What  is  so  difficult  about  that?  I 
would  not  try  to  determine  who  lives 
next  door  to  me,  but  I’d  fight  like  hell 
if  anyone  tried  to  dictate  whom  I 
should  allow  over  my  own  threshold. 

What  distresses  me  most  is  not  whe¬ 
ther  people  may  still  choose  their 
closest  personal  associates.  Obviously, 
we  all  still  do  make  these  choices. 
However,  I  observe  a  growing 
Continued  on  Page  13 


IT  WON'T  PUT  YOU 

TO  SLEEP. 

But  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  Boston's  best 
FM  programming  is  on  AM  radio.  Of  all  places. 


IT'S  EAR-CATCHING. 
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A  Splice  of  Lesbian  Life 


“Home  Movie’’ 

“I’m  Not  One  of ’Em’’ 

“A  Comedy  in  Six  Unnatural 
Acts’’ 

Three  Films  by  Jan  Oxenberg 
A  Benefit  for  Persephone  Press,  a 

branch  of  Pomegranate  Productions 
Co-Sponsored  by  the  Boston  University 

Women ’s  Center 

By  Pat  M.  Kuras 

If  anything  can  go  wrong,  it  will. 
Murphy’s  Law  never  proved  itself 
more  accurate  than  at  the  Nov.  18  film 
benefit  for  Persephone  Press.  With 
problems  ranging  from  a  cantankerous 
projector  to  blown  fuses,  the  presenta¬ 
tions  of  Jan  Oxenberg’s  films  were 
blurred,  disrupted  and  played  with 
lapses  in  their  soundtracks.  The  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  Persephone  offered 
jittery  explanations  and  apologies  and 
the  films  began  a  half-hour  late. 
“Home  Movie”  suffered  the  most, 
while  only  a  portion  of  “I’m  Not  One 
of  ’Em”  was  shown.  “A  Comedy  in 
Six  Unnatural  Acts”  escaped  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  evening  and  was  shown  in 
its  entirety  without  interruption. 

Because,  of  the  technical  problems, 
and  the  brevity  of  the  films  themselves, 
members  of  the  audience  were  dis¬ 
gruntled  by  what  they  deemed  to  be  an 
unfair  admission  price.  By  evening’s 
end,  there  were  the  dampened  feelings 
that  women  had  been  ripping  off  other 
women.  One  may  well  wonder  why 
Persephone  didn’t  have  their  shtick  to¬ 
gether,  or  if  there  had  been  any  type  of 
rehearsal  before  the  actual  event.  How¬ 
ever,  putting  all  disappointments  aside, 
one  must  understand  the  production 
side  of  such  a  benefit.  Imagine  how 
much  of  the  proceeds  went  into  paying 
insurance  and  rental  fees  for  the  audi¬ 
torium,  as  well  as  for  the  films  them¬ 
selves.  With  this  in  mind,  Persephone’s 
profits  seem  much  smaller. 

Honest  portrayals  of  celluloid  les¬ 
bians  are  still  scarce,  thus  Jan  Oxen¬ 
berg’s  films  are  of  considerable  value. 
With  her  unique  approach  to  lesbian 
culture,  it  is  distressing  that  her  films 
were  shown  in  such  a  haphazard  man¬ 
ner.  One  can  only  hope  that  the  next 
event  presented  by  Persephone  Press 
will  run  more  smoothly. 

Home  Movie,  the  first  film  shown 
for  the  evening,  is  exactly  what  the  title 
suggests  —  home  movies  of  a  little  girl 
with  pout  and  pigtails  and,  later,  as  a 
cheerleader.  She’s  just  a  growing  dyke 
with  a  coming-out  narration.  (“The 
thing  I  liked  best  about  being  a  cheer¬ 
leader,  was  being  with  the  other  cheer¬ 
leaders.”)  She  mentions  sexual  fanta¬ 
sies  about  her  schoolgirl  chums  and  the 
notion  that  being  a  lesbian  was  not 
being  a  total  woman.  The  myths  terri¬ 
fied  her,  but  she  eventually  broke 
through  them. 

The  film  is  spliced  with  clips  of 
women  in  gay  pride  marches,  as  well  as 
dykes  engaged  in  a  very  playful  foot¬ 
ball  game.  It’s  a  cute  home  movie  for 
lesbians,  but  far  more  than  just  enter¬ 
tainment.  Dykes  in  the  audience  can 
relate  to  those  school  day  reminiscen¬ 
ces;  there  is  a  universal  tingle  and  throb 
to  those  long  ago  memories  of  gnawing 
sexuality  clashing  against  drummed  in 
prejudice.  As  the  narrator  reminds  us, 
“A  girl  wasn’t  supposed  to  be  so 
important  to  another  girl.” 

The  second  film  of  the  evening, 
“I’m  Not  One  of  ’Em,”  seemed  inter¬ 
esting  enough.  (Only  a  few  brief  min¬ 
utes  of  it  were  shown.)  Shot  in  black 
and  white,  it  is  footage  of  a  roller 
derby  game.  Butch  bomber  girls  careen 


around  the  track,  grappling  and  clob¬ 
bering  each  other  while  hurling  un¬ 
speakable  epithets  at  their  opponents, 
the  referees  and  the  audience.  It’s  Sat¬ 
urday  afternoon  fun  once  more  and 
you  feel  as  though  you’re  a  (closet 
dyke)  kid  again  eating  pretzels  and 
watching  the  game  on  your  parents’ 
RCA  console  with  the  grainy  trans¬ 
mission. 

In  Oxenberg’s  film,  the  game  is  mere 
background.  A  landscape,  if  you  will. 
The  focal  point  of  the  film  is  the  voice¬ 
over  interview  between  a  woman  and  a 
female  spectator  at  the  game.  From  the 
portion  of  the  film  that  was  shown,  we 
never  see  the  interviewer  and  her 
subject.  However,  their  voices  alone 
suggest  class  differences.  The  articulate 
woman  interviewer  can  readily  be 
imagined  as  a  college  graduate  and  per¬ 
haps  from  an  affluent  background 
while  the  spectator  has  the  sound  of  a 
tough  cookie  (i.e.,  working  class)  roller 
derby  fan. 

Their  interview  is  in  the  same  vein  as 
the  blurbs  expounded  by  television’s 
Archie  Bunker.  The  woman  asks  if  any 
of  the  skaters  are  gay,  whereupon  the 
spectator  soars  into  a  series  of  hilarious 
yet  painful  retorts  on  lesbianism  and 
queers  in  general.  (“If  God  made  them 
that  way,  then  He’s  one  of  ’em.”) 
Someday  soon,  perhaps  the  women  of 
Boston  will  get  to  see  this  film  in  its 
entirety. 

In  commercial  films,  lesbians  have 
not  fared  very  well.  With  her  usual  ac¬ 
curate  wit,  noted  film  critic  Pauline 
Kael  has  this  to  say  about  a  particular 
character  from  Les  Biches :  “One 
knows  at  once  that  she’s  supposed  to 
be  a  lesbian,  because  she  slinks  around 
like  the  daughter  of  Fu  Manchu.”  Ms. 
Kael  is  not  telling  us  anything  new; 
lesbians  have  always  been  perceived  as 
strange  creatures  for  one  reason  or  an¬ 
other.  With  a  touch  of  mischief  and 
genius,  Jan  Oxenberg  has  taken  six 
such  reasons  and  made  a  classic  lesbian 
film. 

“A  Comedy  in  Six  Unnatural  Acts” 
is  set  in  vignettes,  each  given  their  own 
separate  title  used  as  lead-ins.  They  tale 
illusions  that  have  been  heaped  on  les¬ 
bians  (“Child  Molester,”  and  “Role 
Playing”)  and  explode  them.  The  “Se¬ 
duction”  scene  was  funny  enough,  but 
ran  too  long.  The  humor  fell  through 
as  the  segment  wore  on. 

The  turn-around  tag-ending,  though 
difficult  to  maintain  in  each  segment, 
was  most  effective  in  the  role  playing 
sequence.  Herein,  we  watch  a  dapper 
dyke  slick  down  her  hair  with  what 
must  be  an  8-oz.  jar  of  Vaseline.  She’s 
dressed  in  suitcoat  and  tie,  practices 
her  rogue’s  grin  in  the  mirror  and  slaps 
on  after-shave  lotion.  The  audience 
aches  to  see  what  her  femme  date  must 
look  like.  When  the  moment  arrives, 
the  date  turns  out  to  be  an  exact  dupli¬ 
cate  of  her  butch  friend. 

Another  episode  explores  “Non- 
Monogamy.”  With  a  voice-over  track 
listing  the  positive  rhetoric  in  favor  of 
non-monogamy  (“Potential  for  inti¬ 
macy  is  unlimited.”),  we  watch  Jan 
Oxenberg  hopelessly  attempt  to  juggle 
too  many  pieces  of  fruit  simultane¬ 
ously. 

Jan  Oxenberg’s  films  are  exception¬ 
ally  important  pieces.  They  reach 
beyond  entertainment  and  serve  as 
educating  tools.  One  wishes  that  these 
films  could  reach  vast  audiences,  as 
was  the  case  with  Word  Is  Out,  which 
was  shown  in  theatres  and  on  TV.  But 
for  the  present,  Jan  Oxenberg  has 
more  than  earned  her  niche  in  lesbian 
herstory;  her  filmmaking  talent  is  an 
invaluable  asset  to  all  of  us. 
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TELEVISION 

Unanswered  Question 


A  Question  of  Love 

ABC’s  Sunday  Night  Movie 
Nov.  26,  9:00-1 1:00p.m. 

Reviewed  by  Gia  Berkman, 
with  help  from  Jay  Meryl 

“A  Question  of  Love”  is  the  story  of 
a  lesbian  mother’s  custody  fight  for  her 
nine-year-old  son.  It  was  drawn  from 
actual  events,  including  the  court  tran¬ 
scripts,  of  a  custody  battle  fought  by 
Mary  Jo  Risher,  a  lesbian  in  Texas. 

Pre-show  publicity  included  ridicu¬ 
lously  exaggerated  announcements  like 


‘‘she  was  the  best  mother  in  the  world” 
and  “they  were  the  happiest  family 
alive.”  But  at  least  it  seemed  the  movie 
would  be  supportive  of  gay  rights,  and 
it  was,  I  thought,  a  giant  step  forward 
that  it  was  being  shown  at  all. 

As  I  watched  the  movie,  I  felt  that  it 
went  beyond  my  expectations  for  a  TV 
presentation;  but  I  have  since  become 
concerned  that  it  may,  in  fact,  have 
done  as  much  harm  as  good. 

Linda  Ray  as  the  lesbian  mother  is 
sensitively  portrayed  by  Gena  Row¬ 
lands.  Her  responsibility,  concern,  and 
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caring  for  her  two  children  and  the 
warmth  of  their  relationship  with  her 
lover  Barbara,  played  by  Jane  Alex¬ 
ander,  are  clearly  established  from  the 
very  start.  Neither  woman  looks  like 
the  stereotyped  image  of  a  dyke;  they 
even  have  long  hair  and  wear  dresses. 

Soon  after  Linda  Ray  and  her  chil¬ 
dren  move  in  with  Barbara  and  her 
daughter,  Linda  Ray’s  oldest  son, 
David,  confronts  her  with  a  question 
familiar  to  many  lesbian  mothers: 
“Mom,  are  you  a  lesbian?” 

She  answers  with  an  honesty  that  is 
powerful  in  its  simplicity.  “Yes,  I  am  a 
lesbian  .  .  .  Me  and  Barbara  ...  we 
care  for  each  other.  It’s  just  as  simple 
as  that.” 

Ironically,  he  assures  her  that  she’s 
still  the  “best  mother  in  the  world,” 
and  then  reveals  her  secret  to  her  ex- 
husband  who  begins  legal  action 
against  her  for  the  custody  of  their 
youngest  son,  Billy.  David  is  old 
enough  to  decide  for  himself  and  he 
chooses  to  live  with  his  father. 

The  movie  describes  the  difficulty 
the  women  have  in  finding  a  lawyer  to 
represent  them,  and  their  fears  about 
losing  their  jobs,  their  home,  every¬ 
thing,  in  the  coming  publicity  of  a 
court  battle. 

The  trial  itself  shows  the  kinds  of 
questions  frequently  asked  in  a  lesbian 
custody  case  —  leering  questions  about 
previous  relationships,  gay  bars,  and 
role-playing. 

Finally  her  ex-husband’s  lawyer  asks 
Linda  Ray  a  question  that  straight 
viewers  seem  to  have  considered  a  key 
issue.  “If  it  comes  down  to  your  homo¬ 
sexuality  and  the  son  you’ve  got  left, 
which  are  you  going  to  choose?”  In 
tearful  frustration  at  the  outrageous¬ 
ness  of  being  asked  to  make  such  a 
choice,  she  refuses  to  answer. 

One  child  psychiatrist  who  had  eval¬ 
uated  Billy,  cites  two  incidents  when 
Billy  wore  “inappropriate  clothing”  — 
a  jean  outfit  which  had  belonged  to 
Barbara’s  daughter  and  a  YWCA  T- 
shirt  —  as  proof  that  Billy  lacked  the 
proper  sexual  role  modelling  crucial  in 
forming  a  sexual  identity.  He  con¬ 
cludes  that  living  with  his  father  would 
offer  Billy  “the  best  opportunity  to 
develop  into  a  normal  young  man.” 

Another  child  therapist  disagrees 
that  Billy  should  be  placed  with  his 
father,  saying  this  would  have  a  nega¬ 
tive  effect  on  him  because  it  would 
clearly  show  him  society’s  disapproval 
of  his  mother.  She  adds  that  “if  we  as  a 
society  could  accept  the  differences  of 
other  people,  then  there  would  be  no 
problem.” 

Testimony  from  David  that  he  is 
ashamed  of  the  way  his  mother  is  and 
wants  to  help  get  his  brother  out  of  her 
house  becomes  suspect  when  Linda 
Ray’s  lawyer  points  out  that  he  decided 
to  live  with  his  father  after  his  father 
bought  him  a  much-desired  car.  Fur¬ 
ther  efforts  to  determine  that  he  has 
been  influenced  by  this  bribe  are  halted 
in  an  emotional  scene  when  Linda  sob- 
bingly  implores  her  lawyer  to  stop  the 
questioning  as  the  pain  of  her  son’s  re¬ 
jection  is  too  much  for  her  to  bear. 

The  outcome  of  the  hearing  is  real¬ 
istic,  and  true  to  the  actual  case  his¬ 
tory.  The  jury  decides  10  to  2  to  grant 
custody  to  Billy’s  father. 

The  ending,  perhaps  a  little  too 
sentimental,  concentrates  on  the 
sadness,  of  Billy  and  his  family  as  he 
leaves  for  his  father’s  house.  I  felt  this 
ending  was  intended  to  evoke  audience 
sympathy  against  an  unjust  decision. 

In  spite  of  my  general  positive  reac¬ 
tion  to  the  presentation,  I  was  disturb¬ 
ed  by  a  few  flaws.  The  commercials 
throughout  the  movie  were  blatantly 
heterosexual.  There  were  no  signs  of 
physical  affection  between  the  two 
women.  I  question  ABC’s  use  of  a  real 
story  without  acknowledging  the 
source.  The  portrayal  of  Linda  Ray  is| 
sometimes  too  “sweet”  to  be  believ¬ 


able.  And  in  her  effort  to  find  some¬ 
thing  negative  about  Billy’s-  father, 
Linda  Ray’s  lawyer  accuses  him  of 
having  paid  for  the  abortion  of  a 
young  woman  he  may  have  made  preg¬ 
nant.  I  did  not  like  to  see  custody  rights 
fought  for  at  the  expense  of  someone 
else’s  abortion  right. 

Even  more  important,  both  Linda 
Ray  and  Barbara  seems  totally  out  of 
control  of  their  own  homosexuality. 
Linda  Ray  tries  to  defnd  her  lesbianism 
to  her  mother  by  saying,  “A  person 
doesn’t  get  to  choose  everything  in 
their  life.  Some  things  just  happen.”  In 
explaining  her  life  style  to  David,  she 
says,  “I  don’t  understand  all  of  it 
either.  Maybe  no  one  does.”  When 
Barbara  is  asked  on  the  witness  stand 
“what  caused  you  to  be  homosexual?” 
she  replies,  “I  have  no  earthly  idea.  It 
just  happened.”  While  this  view  may 
be  held  by  some  homosexuals,  there 
are  many  others  who  have  made  a  de¬ 
liberate  choice  for  clear,  strong 
reasons. 

Because  Linda  Ray  lacks  this  kind  of 
clarity,  her  refusal  to  choose  between 
Barbara  and  Billy  could  be  easily  mis¬ 
interpreted  as  a  helplessness  against  the 
power  of  a  homosexual  compulsion 
that  she  doesn’t  even  understand. 

The  testimony  from  David  also 
clouds  the  issue.  While  this  may  have 
occurred  in  the  actual  case,  I  question 
the  effect  of  presenting  it  to  an  audi¬ 
ence  which  probably  is  largely  unsup- 
portive  to  lesbian  custody.  Instead  of 
being  an  isolated,  possibly  unusual, 
incident,  it  becomes  a  generalization 
that  older  children  must  necessarily  be 
embarrassed  by  their  parents’  homo¬ 
sexuality. 

Testimony  from  the  two  child  psy¬ 
chiatrists  did  nothing  to  clear  up  this 
misconception.  Even  the  therapists 
who  supported  Billy’s  remaining  with 
his  mother  described  the  ill  effects  a 
disapproving  society  could  have  on 
him.  I  took  that  to  mean  that  society, 
therefore,  should  change.  But  too 
many  people  never  expect  society  to 
change  and  would  think  instead  that 
the  solution  would  be  to  remove  the 
child  from  the  object  of  society’s 
disapproval. 

I  became  convinced  that  these  flaws 
could  in  fact  be  dangerous  ones  when  I 
talked  to  a  number  of  straight  people 
after  the  movie.  They  all  supported  the 
court’s  decision  to  remove  Billy  from 
his  mother. 

Several  women  I  spoke  to  condemn¬ 
ed  Linda  Ray  for  not  choosing  her  son 
over  her  lover.  They  did  not  feel  that 
this  imposed  choice  was  a  violation  of 
her  rights,  and  they  did  not  see  a  simi¬ 
larity  between  having  to  choose  a  hus¬ 
band  or  a  child  and  having  to  choose  a 
lover  or  a  child.  The  movie  did  not 
make  this  parallel  clear  enough  or  the 
outrageousness  of  the  question  clear 
enough. 

Another  woman  said  she  had  been 
surprised  by  the  court  decision,  and 
had  “cried  and  cried”  at  the  end.  But 
then,  she  told  me,  she  had  thought 
about  it  some  more  and  decided  the 
court  had  been  right,  it  was  “better  for 
the  child”  to  live  with  his  father. 

Viewer  response  at  channel  5  was  re¬ 
ported  as  overwhelmingly  positive,  but 
I  wonder  if  lesbian  mothers  were  react¬ 
ing  positively  because  we  felt  the  show 
had  been  supportive,  while  others  may 
have  been  reacting  positively  because 
they  felt  a  “just”  decision  had  been 
reached. 

At  the  end  of  the  movie,  Linda  Ray 
tells  Billy  that  she  lost  the  case  because 
she  hadn’t  “explained  it  good  enough” 
to  the  judge.  I  felt  sad  that  she  blamed 
herself  for  the  prejudices  of  society. 
But  I  would  like  to  use  her  words  as  a 
comment  on  the  movie  itself.  It  may 
have  tried  to  present  a  supportive  view 
of  lesbian  mothers,  but  it  just  “didn’t 
explain  it  good  enough.” 
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tendency  to  smear  people  with  ugly 
labels  for  perfectly  legitimate  personal 
preferences.  It  makes  no  sense  to  call 
an  individual  a  bigot  just  because  that 
individual  wants  to  associate  in  private 
with  others  of  his  or  her  own  back¬ 
ground,  whatever  that  may  be.  Some 
people  happen  to  be  more  cos¬ 
mopolitan  than  others.  Some  are 
mope  comfortable  with  greater 
ranges  of  cultural  differences  than 
others.  So  what?  It  is  as  inane  to 
condemn  a  white  male  for  wanting  to 
sleep  only  with  white  males  as  it  is  to 
condemn  me  for  not  wanting  people  to 
smoke  in  my  living  room.  I  will  not 
allow  anyone  of  any  color,  religion  or 
ethnic  background  to  smoke  in  my 
home.  I  will  sleep  with  no  one  but  my 
lover.  Does  that  make  me  a  bigot?  By 
the  way,  how  do  we  label  the  white 
male  who  wants  to  sleep  only  with 
black  males? 

The  “liberal”  who  first  split  the 
“Solid  South”  with  his  forcing  of  the 
black  civil  rights  issue  was  Harry  S. 
Truman,  a  man,  by  his  own  admission, 
with  many  personal  prejudices.  What 
we  do  in  terms  of  law  and  business  is  of 
public  concern,  and  the  word 
“should”  applies  here.  In  private,  per¬ 
sonal  ways,  “should”  should  disap¬ 
pear. 

There  are  too  many  complicated 
factors  involved  in  choosing  friends  for 
us  to  reasonably  label  people  for 
choosing  either  those  who  are  like 
themselves  or  those  who  are  unlike 
themselves.  It  is  my  personal  opinion 
that  people  will  make  more  varied 
choices  as  they  get  to  know  more 
people  from  different  cultural  back¬ 
grounds.  This  is  a  process  and  takes 
time  and  openness,  not  the  hostile  and 
threatening  atmosphere  created  by 
grievance  collectors,  ever-ready  to  slap 
their  labels  on  everyone  who  happens 
to  disagree  with  them.  I  do  not  believe 
that  you  can  really  love  your  neighbor. 
I  think,  though,  that  you  can  give 
him/her  space  in  which  to  live  and 
choose. 

People  are  usually  more  comfortable 
with  the  familiar.  It  seems,  therefore, 
unfair  to  label  a  reaction  “prejudice,” 
when  all  it  is  is  a  natural  response  to¬ 
ward  the  familiar  and  away  from  the 
unfamiliar.  At  bottom,  most  of  us  are 
not  willing  to  take  the  enormous 
psychic  risk  necessary  to  enter  into  inti¬ 
macy  with  the  unknown.  We  must 
gradually  get  to  know  people  who  are 
different  from  us,  just  as  we  must 
gradually  bring  about  our  own  accept¬ 
ance  by  the  straight  majority  through 


open  discussion  and  persistent  attempts 
to  break  down  barriers  of  fear  and 
ignorance. 

There  are  many  people  who  honestly 
believe  we  are  dangerous.  It  takes  time 
to  show  people  that  we  are  neither 
harmful  nor  evil.  To  increase  under¬ 
standing  it  takes  time  and  rubbing 
elbows  with  people  of  different  races, 
religions,  ethnic  groups  and  with  the 
opposite  sex  in  situations  like  jobs  and 
public  forums.  Our  goals  as  people 
who  care  and  want  to  expand  social 
horizons  for  everyone,  should  be  to 
create  space  where  people  can  lay  their 
cards  on  the  table,  state  their  griev¬ 
ances,  show  who  and  what  they  are  in 
order  to  eliminate  fear  and  promote 
good  will.  The  object  is  to  influence 
people,  to  want  to  relate  to  one  an¬ 
other,  not  to  force  them  to  do  so. 

I  find  the  lack  of  a  precise  enough 
word  a  discursive  difficulty.  The  word 
“bigot”  is  ugly.  We  cannot  use  it  for 
what  I  mean  by  a  particular  preference. 
“Bigotry”  I  would  use  to  describe 
institutionalized  inequities  in  the 
arenas  of  politics  and  the  job  market. 
That  is  not  to  say  there  are  no  genuine 
dyed-in-the-wool  private  bigots.  There 
are.  And  I  realize  that  there  are  bigots 
who  would  like  to  use  what  I  say  here 
as  fuel  for  their  fires.  I  loathe  the  very 
concept  of  “No  Blacks,  Jews  or  dogs 
allowed  here.”  Make  no  mistake  about 
that.  I  condemn  that  germ  in  human 
beings  that  makes  illogical  hatred  and 
meanness  possible.  It  is  one  thing  to 
fear  the  unknown;  it  is  another  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  hurt  or  destroy  it.  The  hope  is 
to  come  to  grips  with  the  seeds  of 
bigotry  in  ourselves  and  eliminate 
them.  Let’s  face  it,  some  people  of  all 
persuasions  are  truly  hatemongers.  In 
no  way  do  I  mean  to  lend  support  to 
their  position.  I  am  concerned  only 
with  the  right  of  sensitive,  generous- 
spirited  people  to  make  personal 
choices  that  suit  them. 

If  an  individual  wants  to  sleep  with 
only  one  kind  of  person  or  only  one 
person,  but  does  not  let  that  very  pri¬ 
vate  preference  lead  to  voting  against 
civil  rights  for  all  people,  or  burning 
crosses  in  front  of  Jewish  business,  or 
committing  any  other  hateful  or  inhu¬ 
mane  act,  why  should  such  an  individ¬ 
ual  be  called  a  bigot? 

We  are  all  limited  in  some  ways. 
Those  who  attach  labels  have  their 
shortcomings  even  as  you  and  I.  I  am 
willing  to  listen  to  and  try  to  under¬ 
stand  those  who  are  not  like  me.  I  am 
not  willing  to  let  anyone  pick  my 
friends  for  me,  nor  am  I  willing  to 
accept  an  ugly  label  for  declaring  m> 
freedom  of  choice. 


DID  YOU  SEE? 


The  following  appeared  in  an  article 
in  The  New  York  Times,  Sunday,  Nov. 
19.  Headlined  “ Should  More  People 
Have  a  Voice  in  TV?,  ”  the  article 
asked  a  number  of  spokespeople  for 
the  television  industry,  minority  view¬ 
points  and  the  public  at  large  " whether 
or  not  ‘ access’  to  television  should  be 
expanded,  and,  if  so,  how. 

This  answer  was  submitted  by  Jean 
O’Leary  and  Bruce  Voeller,  co¬ 
directors  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force. 

To  viewers  seeing  gays  on  television 
for  the  first  time  during  the  past  few 
seasons,  it  may  seem  that  gays  have 
made  giant  strides  in  our  campaign  for 
access.  Indeed,  we  have  made  progress. 
In  recent  seasons,  there  have  been 
some  excellent  shows  about  gay  men  as 
victims  of  prejudice,  and  a  few  pro¬ 
grams  that  acknowledged  the  existence 
of  lesbians.  Occaionally,  gay  represent¬ 


atives  have  been  interviewed  on  talk 
shows  and  the  network  news.  But  we 
still  do  not  have  lesbian  and  gay  port¬ 
rayals  in  proportion  to  our  numbers. 
There  is  still  a  preponderance  of  stereo¬ 
types  and  nothing  close  to  an  accurate 
representation  of  our  lives. 

We  think  the  F.C.C.,  and  a  new 
Communications  Act,  should  require 
that  a  station’s  programming  actually 
reflect  the  interests  and  lifestyles  of  all 
significant  community  groups.  But 
government  action  isn’t  the  real 
answer.  Access  rights  for  this  nation’s 
minorities  will  only  come  when  the 
broadcasters  themselves  stop  playing 
the  ratings  game  and  the  politics  of 
fear,  when  they  recognize  their  own 
power  to  decide  what’s  an  “important 
community  problem,”  and  when  they 
acknowledge  that,  in  our  pluralistic 
society,  all  TV  viewers  deserve  access 
to  ihe  broadest  possible  range  of  life 
styles  and  ideas. 


PURR-FECTLY 

WONDERFUL 

GIFTS 


. . .  for  the  cat  lover  are  what  you'll  discover  at 
THE  CAT'S  MEOW. 

Calendars,  cards,  pillows,  posters,  prints  - 
all  with  a  cat  motif.  And  cats,  themselves. . .  not 
live  of  course ...  but  just  about  every  other  kind 
. ..  pillowy,  plush,  stuffed  and  ceramic.  One 
look  at  COPLEY  FLAIR'S  purr-feet  gift  lair  and 
you'll  agree  that  it's . . . 


downstairs  at  Copley  Flair  f 
583  Boylston  Street 

Open:  Monday  through  Friday  9-8 
Saturday  9-6 
Sunday  12-6 


ELECTROLYSIS 

M  AFFORDABLE 

_  Permanent  Hair  Removal 

;  FREE  CONSULTATION 

L  CALL  482-6965 

E  Visa  &  Mastercharge  accepted 
59  TEMPLE  PLACE,  SUITE  600 
Boston,  Ma  02111 


kilimf 

nomad  rugs  •  saddlebags 
tribal  weavings  ■  tapestries 

from  the  Middle  East  . 

Linda  Miller 

Beacon  Hill  617  367  6128 

Boston  Mass  by  appointmerrt- 


Snyder  &  Weinstein 

Attorneys  and  Counselors  at  Law 


Gay  Civil  Rights,  Commercial,  Criminal, 
Constitutional  Consultation  and  Litigation 
Cohabitation  Contracts — Gay  Issues  Lectures 

240  COMMERCIAL  STREET  573  MAPLE  STREET 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02109  MANCHESTER,  N.H.  03104 

TEL.  (617)  £27-8000  TEL.  (603)  669-3363 


John  i?  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Serving  the  Community 
2  Park  Square 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 
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CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classified 


JUST  FRIENDS 


Just  Friends  is  a  new  section  devoted 
entirely  to  the  concept  of  simple  human 
contact.  If  you  seek  a  lover  or  a  room¬ 
mate,  this  is  the  wrong  column.  If  you 
want  to  communicate  with  and/or  meet 
other  gays  to  exchange  ideas  or  socialize 
without  the  expectation  of  sexual  gratifi¬ 
cation,  you  may  send  an  ad  in  to  this  sec¬ 
tion  for  just  $3.00  for  up  to  50  words 
(longer  ads,  5^ each  additional  word)  plus 
a  headline  of  no  more  than  25  characters. 
Write  the  ad  copy  on  a  plain  piece  of 
paper  or  use  our  form  if  it  all  fits.  Be  sure 
to  include  your  name,  address  and  phone 
number  for  our  files,  not  necessarily  the 
ad.  You  can  have  a  forwarding  bx  for  $3 
for  6  wks  or  a  pick-up  box  for  $1  for  6  wks. 
This  section  is  for  both  individuals  and 
couples,  not  organizations  or  groups.  We 
hope  men  and  women  will  seek  friends  of 
the  opposite  as  well  as  the  same  sex.  Any 
ad  that  is  clearly  a  personal  rather  than  a 
friendship  ad  will  be  returned  for  proper 
payment  at  the  personal  rate. 


Framingham  area  lesbian,  32,  wants  to 
meet  new  friends.  GCN  Box  969 _ (20) 

TALL  ALERT  PROFESSIONAL 
GWM  40s 

Good  shape,  enjoys  ideas,  literature,  art, 
jazz,  walking,  natural  beauty,  humor. 
Dislikes  gluttony,  boors,  pretense,  drugs, 
bar  scene,  organized  group  sports, 
tackiness.  Seeks  good  conversation, 
country  walks,  thoughtful  friends. 
“Walker,”  Box  315,  South  Wellfleet,  MA 
02663. _ (20x) 


SEEK  U.S.  TRAVEL  FRIENDS 
Alert,  alive,  healthy,  stable,  supportive, 
good-humored,  young  Gay  Male  grad 
student  plans  to  travel  United  States,  79. 
Welcome  contact  from  all  folks  anywhere 
open  to  share  new  ideas,  resources,  ex¬ 
periences,  advice,  shelter,  rides,  in 
exchange  for  same!  All  acknowledged!  In 
Brotherhood!  David,  102  Charles  St., 
Boston,  MA  02114.  Box  414, _ (21) 


PERSONALS 


GAY  MATE 
DATING  SERVICE 

Serving  Metro  Boston.  Donations  only 
...a  non-profit  group.  We  have  the  dating 
service  you’ve  been  waiting  for.  Why 
spend  the  holidays  alone? 

536-3800  ex  5 

24  hr.  answering  service 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
am  thankful  for  the  you  I  see 
Each  day  upon  arising 
The  fact  that  you  still  care  for  me 
is  pleasantly  surprising. 

Hope  it  continues  to  be  for  a  long  time. 
All  my  love,  Porcupine 


UNO  UNO 

Have  finally  written.  If  you  need  transla¬ 
tion,  just  underline  the  illegible  words 
and  send  letter  back.  I  will  do  them  over. 


PB  PB  PB  PB 
Seems  very  strange  sitting  in  your  library 
writing  this.  Can’t  thank  you  enough  for 
everything  you  are  always  doing  to 
rescue  me.  I  must  be  sounding  like  a 
broken  record  by  now.  Gotta  keep  trying... 


JS  FOCUS 
Sorry  we  didn’t  get  to  see  you  this  time 
around.  Jealous  as  hell  of  those  lucky 
ones  who  did.  Don’t  forget  the  promised 
pig-up  time  during  the  holidays. 


GWF  31,  5'5’,  127,  warm,  honest,  has  a 
sense  of  humor,  intelligent,  educated, 
responsible,  seeks  a  monogamous  per¬ 
manent  relationship  with  an  intelligent  & 
sincere  gay  female.  Main  interests:  poli¬ 
tics  &  philosophy.  Favorite  pastime: 
reading,  good  conversation,  music, 
travel.  GCN  Box  97  3  (20  +  > 


GWM  woodworker,  38,  5’10”,  160,  seeks 
mature  younger  GM  to  share  simple 
country  life  in  Central  Vermont.  Photo 
appreciated.  GCN  Box  974. _ (22) 


BOSTON  AREA  GAY  MALE  LAW 
students.  We  can’t  go  on  being  strangers 
to  one  another.  Let’s  get  together 
socially,  supportively,  this  Friday, 
December  8th  at  5pm  at  DARTS.  Please 
be  there,  we  owe  it  to  each  other.  For 
more  info,  236-1 292. _ (20) 


START  A  NEW  LIFE 
FOR  YOURSELF 
GWM  couple  looking  for  houseboy  17-25 
alone  without  family,  need  love  and 
home.  This  could  be  the  right  move  for 
the  right  person.  Must  be  free  and  willing 
to  settle  down  to  a  quiet  life  with  us,  be 
our  houseboy.  We  will  teach  you  all.  You 
will  have  a  home,  a  permanent  relation¬ 
ship,  all  3  of  us.  Will  answer  all,  must 
send  a  photo.  Write  about  yourself.  Reply 
R.  H.  Kohn,  R.F.D.  6,  Guilford,  CT  06437. 

(21) 


Kitty  needs  gay  home  —  elegant,  black, 
Ing  hair,  spayed,  declawed  3  yr  old  fern  — 
gentle,  quiet.  Call  Melody  10am-6pm 
please.  6  23  -  2832 _ (igX) 


Tall  slim  GWM  19  Ikng  4  a  GWM  25-40  2 
establish  a  relationship.  Prefer  tall  well- 
built  hairy  bearded  prof/execs.  Current  Rl 
resident  but  will  relocate.  Can  travel  on 
weekends.  Box  491,  Chepachet,  Rl  02814. 
_ _ _ (20) 


RU  from  Camb-Boston  area?  I’d  like  sum 
1  local  2  get  2  gether  with  once  &  a  while. 
I  live  N-A  modern  Dscrt  lux  apt  with  cable 
&  dirty  movies  on  MBTA  line  with  private 
parking.  I'm  also  N2  dinner  dates,  travel, 
whist,  hearts.  I'm  29,  cleancut,  profes¬ 
sional  &  hve  a  fettish  against  cigarettes, 
mustaches,  beards  &  heavy  drugs.  Call 
any  time  UP  2  2AM  if  U  R  under  25,  go  2 
skool  or  work  full  time.  I’ll  B-N  London 
10-28  to  11-09  &  again  11-20  to  11-30.  Lve 
message  when  I’m  away  or  not  home  on 
my  ans  machine  No  1  will  hear  message 
except  me.  No  1  niters!  Rick  MBD-RRTF. 
_ (24) 

EASTERN  CONN 

GWM  31,  5 ' 1 0 " ,  145,  str  appr  &  act,  sks 
sincere  GWMs  21-35  for  meaningful  frnd- 
shps.  Reply  PO  Box  495,  Norwich,  Conn 
06360.  (19) 


GLOUCESTER  AREA 
Would  like  to  meet  the  older  women  in 
the  gay  community  in  Gloucester.  I  am 
52,  want  to  meet  others  for  social  life  and 
maybe  in  time  meet  someone.  Please 
call,  ask  for  Mary.  (617)  281-1265.  (19) 


Musical  GWM,  30,  attr,  fit,  unusually 
interesting;  not  lonely  or  hard  up,  just 
still  looking  for  my  match:  Someone 
w/looks,  brains,  &  wide  ranging  interests, 
sexual  &  otherwise.  This  is  no  place  for 
shopping  list  of  my  likes/dislikes/accom¬ 
plishments,  but  if  you're  really  special,  & 
unattached,  let’s  meet.  Physically  or  in¬ 
tellectually  flabby  folks  need  not  write. 
Photo  appreciated,  will  be  returned. 
(Often  flee  Boston  for  western  MA; 
anyone  out  there?)  GCN  Box  970,  (19) 


1IHELPU 

GM  couple  need  a  long  term  live-in  care¬ 
taker-friend  for  our  quiet  second  home 
near  Brattleboro,  VT.  Not  luxurious,  this 
is  a  warm,  comfortable  home  with  a 
loving  dog,  Siamese  cats,  and  occasional 
visits  by  us  and  our  two  young  children. 
We  are  vetegarian  leaning,  dislike  smok¬ 
ing  and  alcohol,  and  cannot  abide  drugs. 
We  are  very  energy  conscious  and  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  environment.  You  must 
be  financially  self-supporting  and  emo¬ 
tionally  independent.  (This  is  not  a  sex 
ad.)  Please  write  us  something  about  you 
and  *et  us  know  how  we  can  reach  you. 
Box  192,  Newfane,  VT  05345. _ (19) 


You  are  a  GWM,  35-45,  slim  and  mascu¬ 
line.  You  now  spend  little  time  at  the  bars 
and  more  time  enjoying  life  on  your  own 
or  with  friends.  You  have  never  been 
satisfied  with  “just  anyone”  and  still 
hope  to  find  "someone.”  If  you  would  like 
to  meet  someone  who  is  interested  in 
meeting  you,  begin  things  by  writing  to 
GCN  Box  957. _ (ytr) 

Man,  35  Ikng  4  healthy,  happy,  physically 
fit  guy,  probly  ynger,  4  something  Ing- 
Istng.  Things  I  like:  Building  and  making 
things,  wilderness  canoeing,  music,  art, 
swimming,  kids,  dogs,  horses,  Ice  cream, 
TV;  movies,  bks,  being  w/friends,  being 
alone,  loving,  talking,  laughing,  staying 
home,  going  out,  the  city,  the  bush.  Don’t 
like:  Cruising,  bars,  pickles,  strobe  lights, 
chrome  &  glass  furniture,  using  a  want-ad 
to  meet  someone.  Considered  attractive, 
6',  180,  personable,  reasonably  bright, 
versatile,  warm,  independent,  stable. 
Photo  not  essential,  but  would  be  appre¬ 
ciated.  Bob  Williams,  Box  362,  Station  K, 
Toronto,  Canada. 


GWM,  TORONTO 

Gentleman  of  English  origin,  trans¬ 
planted  to  N.  America  and  likes  it  here. 
Refined  tastes,  kind  heart.  Seeks  new 
friends  for  possible  relationship.  Sense 
of  humor  and  sincerity  appreciated. 
Those  who  send  photos,  answered  first 
GCN  Box  935. 


If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  MA 

02108. 

if  Black  or  White  is  not  an  Issue  to  you, 
why  write  W  or  B?  Just  GM,  GF  will  do. 
How  about  It??? 


SERVICES 


GAY  LEGISLATION 

NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta¬ 
tion,  Boston,  MA02114. _ (48) 


Bright  attr  nondisco  WM  29  desires 
caring  friends,  sensual  times,  alternate 
realities.  Why  not  write  about  how  your 
life  is  changing?  Phil,  GCN  Box  972.  (20) 


Psychotherapist  experienced  in  helping 
men  resolve  emotional  conflict,  and 
development  of  self  worth  has  openings 
for  one  or  two  new  clients.  Wm.  Jacob¬ 
son,  Ph.D.,  628-4339/661-0171. 
_  (20) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING. 

4  Mtw  locution— A  Now  Mom  Number 
Newton  Comer,  Mate,  (off  the  Pike) 
(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street 
Boston,  M A  02 1 09  (6 1 7)  227-8000  (52) 


Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings. 

(GH) 

CHIMNEYSWEEP 

427-3835 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethical-Confidential 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 
(603)  224-5600  Concord 


PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing, 
661-6975. 


T  &  H  STUDIO 

Beat  the  rush!  Portraits  taken  for  Xmas 
gifts,  cards.  Also  commitment  cere¬ 
monies  &  your  occasions.  You  choose 
location.  Serving  Gay  Community.  Call 
collect  anytime.  1-(617)  468-3012. 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 


In  The  Vendome  Mall 
160  Commonwealth  Ave. 


(617)247-1832 
Boston,  Mass.  02116 


FRASER  AND  WISE  ATTORNEYS 
2001  Beacon  St.,  Brighton.  566-1745. 
Criminal,  tenants,  consumer,  divorce, 
civil  rights  —  a  general  practice  in  Cleve- 
land  Circle. _ _ (23) 


ROOMMATES 


1-2  roommates  wanted  to  share  S.  End 
townhouse  w/2  GM.  4bdrm,  3br,  pkg,  avail 
ASAP.  $140+  sec.  Call  Jon  or  Clay  (617) 
247-3015.  Reliable  working  people  pre¬ 
ferred _ (20) 


GAY  MALE  OR  FEMALE 
needed  for  5  room  S.  End  apt.  Dec.  or  Jan. 
Your  share  150  plus  util.  After  5  PM  call 
247-4155. _ (20x) 


Beacon  Hill  2  rmmtes  to  share  sunny  3 
bdrm  apt  with  GM  23.  Expsed  brick  walls, 
dishwshr,  skylite,  garb  disp.  $93.33  inc 
ht/hw.  367-1394.  Avail  Jan  1. _ (21)' 


Somer.  seek  feminist  food-conscious, 
open  joyous  non-smoking  M  to  share  5  rm 
apt  w/12  ’  ceilings  &  common  studio 
space  on  Westwood  Rd.  I’m  31,  into  arts, 
social  changes  &  gourmet  veg  cooking. 
$150  +  .  George  666-9087.  (21) 

GM  to  help  renovate/share  six  rm  apt  in 
Cambridge.  Must  be  nonsmoker.  Rent 
$80+ V:  util.  Call  Al  491-1277.  (21) 

2  males  looking  for  third  to  share  apt.  in 
Belmont.  On  busline  to  Harvard.  Quiet, 
non-smoker  preferred.  $85  plus  util.  Call 
Don  or  Bob  489-0273.  (21 )  (VTR) 

RMTE  22-26  WANTED  TO  SHARE 

S.  End  2  br  apt.  Non-smoker,  prof  or  stdnt 
prefrd.  1  am  GWM,  24,  neat,  strt  acting,  in¬ 
telligent,  like  music  &  partying.  $205  plus 
elec.  Call  Mark  426-1415.  (21) 

30  yr  old  leftist  pro-feminist  GM  looking 
for  quiet  non-smoking  same  to  share  5  rm 
Camb  apt  nr  Orson  Welles.  Rent  119.50 
plus  util.  Call  Michael  492-7713.  (20) 

APARTMENTS 

SOMERVILLE,  WEST  DUPLEX  3 
bedroom  apt  $290/month.  No  utilities. 
Phone  625-0328, 661-1329.  (20) 

WANTED 

We  need  a  driver  with  a  van  or  truck  to 
donate  time  &  truck  (we’ll  pay  gas)  to  help 
pick  up  donations  for  GCN.  Call  John  at 
426-4469.  (c) 

GCN  is  always  In  need  of  office  furniture, 
paint  sofa,  file  cabinets,  shelves  and  any¬ 
thing  that  is  in  good  repair  for  our  office. 
To  donate  contact  John  at  426-4469.  (c) 

IN  BOSTON  AREA 

Studio  or  one  bedroom  sublet  with 
furnishings  for  a  six  to  eleven  week 
period  beginning  in  December.  Please 
call  Dick  (617)  423-5662  after  6pm  but 
before  1 1  pm.  (20) 

PLEASE,  GIVE  US  THE  CHAIR! 

Do  you  know  what  it  feels  like  to  type 
while  sitting  on  horsehair  stuffing?  Our 
chairs  leak,  and  we  don't  have  enough  of 
them.  Please,  if  you  can,  give  GCN  an 
office  chair,  or  six.  .  .  .  Call  Richard  or 
John,  426-4469.  Thanks  a  bunch. 

JOBS  WANTED 

HANDY  PERSON  CARPENTER 
Experienced  at  general  carpentry,  renova¬ 
tions,  repairs  &  painting,  interior  &  ex¬ 
terior.  Free  estimates.  By  the  job,  by  the 
hour.  Mark  445-6676.  (MJ  xchng) 

RESORTS 


iSIFIEDCLASSIFIEDCLASSD 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  all  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  $1.00  fot  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 

Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run . 
Name  _ _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  $3.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5,00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 
Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

REAL  ESTATE  MOVERS  PRISONERS 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 


Headlines. 


First  4  lines. 


.at  $. 
.at  $. 


Each  additional  line  at  $. 


jperwk.  $_ 
_perwk.  $_ 
_per  wk.  $_ 
Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1 .00/6  weeks  $_ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  yveeks  $_ 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1.00  $_ 


3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  . 
Please  Print  Neatly. 


$_ 

$_ 


Address. 


City. 

Zip_ 


State. 


Phone. 


Signature 


Account  No. 


Expiration  Date 


LJ  VISA 

□  MASTER  CHARGE 


THE  SATISFYING  SKI  LODGE 
Tara  Nord  is  the  total  environment  for  the 
gay  skier.  BYOB  bar,  juke  box,  fireplaces, 
pool  room.  $17  sgl;  $22  dbl  US$.  More 
nfo,  Box  75,  Dunham,  Quebec.  (20,22) 


MISCELLANEOUS 

THE  WOMEN’S  EXCHANGE 
is  looking  for  women  identified  crafts- 
women  to  share  in  a  collective  project  or 
w/items  to  sell.  We  also  have  vibrators 
and  other  (interesting)  items.  53  River  St, 
Camb  661-2059.  (23  ) 

MOVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-lnsured-Professional 

24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 

MOVING? 

Two  strong  young  men  will  do  light  haul¬ 
ing  and  moving.  Have  truck.  $14/hr,  8AM- 
6PM.  Ask  for  Larry  or  Ralph  427-1924.  (18) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITY 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 

Earn  a  commission  raising  funds  for  the 
Mass.  Caucus  for  Gay  Legislation.  Ex¬ 
citing  part-time  work.  Call  after  3,  M-Th  at 
742-4811.  Thank  you. 

ADVERTISING  SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for  a 
part  time  ad  sales  rep.  to  work  primarily 
at  night.  20%  commission.  Contact 
Richard  at  426-4469. 

FUNDRAISER  WANTED 

Quest:  a  feminist  quarterly  (a  501  (C)  (3) 
organization),  is  looking  for  a  fundraiser 
who  can  work  on  a  commissioned  basis. 

In  its  fifth  year,  Quest  is  an  independent 
journal  publishing  feminist  theory  and 
political  analysis.  Join  us  in  a  unique 
work  experience.  Our  only  requirement  is 
enthusiasm!  Contact:  Alexa  Freeman, 
P.O.  Box  8843,  Washington,  D.C.  20003. 
(202)293-1347.  (exch) 

AD  REPS 

Rapidly  expanding  Feminist  Monthly  has 
openings  for  P.T.-F.T.  reps.  Salary  based 
on  experience,  plus  15%  commission 
661-3567,  (ex) 

PRISONERS 

5’11",  165,  hazel  e,  brn  h.  Wayne  E 
Wheeler  052575,  62-101,  P.O.  Box  221 
Raiford.FL  32083.  /1Q; 
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classifieds  CLASSIFIEDS  classifieds  CLASSIFIED 


We  get  many  requests  from  gays  In 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  In  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  would  like  to, 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Sox  k92. _ (c) 


ATTENTION  PRISONERS 
If  you  want  us  to  print  your  ads,  please 
write  very  neatly  and  plainly.  Print  or  use 
typewriter  if  possible.  Fancy,  small  or 
closely-packed  writing  Is  unreadable  and 
letters  so  written  will  be  discarded  from 
now  on. 


Active,  athletic,  Latin  appearing  Bi  white 
male,  6’,  200,  28,  sks  correspondence 
w/all  sexually  oriented,  attractive 
intellectual  persons.  Photo  a  must!  V.  R. 
Welsh  III  023046,  P-3-N-6,  P.O.  Box  747, 
Starke,  FL  32091, _ (19) 


Lonely,  want  to  get  in  touch  w/people 
who  are  interesting,  intelligent,  friendly  & 
openminded.  Sex,  age  and  race  do  not 
matter.  Please  send  photo.  Willie  E. 
Simmons  002680,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke, 
FL  32091. _ (19) 


24,  5’ 11  Vi”,  185,  brn  h,  brn  e.  Would  like 
to  hear  from  gays  in  New  Orleans,  LA, 
Atla,  GA,  Marquette,  Mich.  Mickey 
Holland  133418,  P.O.  Box  779,  Marquette, 
Mich.  49855.  (19) 


ORGANIZATIONS 


In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/, 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at' 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship  ,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Mor- 
ristown,  NJ.  Info:  (201)  691-0388. 


SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA 
98109.  (206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5.00. 


NH  LAMBDA 

Box  1043— Concord,  NH  03301 . 332-4440, 
673-8348,  224-3785,  399-4927.  A  statewide 
lesbian  organization,  meeting  the  third 
Saturday  of  every  month.  Support,  educa¬ 
tion  and  political  action,  since  1976. 

GAY  SWITCHBOARD  OF  NYC 
When  you're  In  New  York,  give  us  a  call 
for  the  latest  Information  on  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  events,  which  bars  to  go  to,  where  to 
stay,  what  group  to  contact,  and  which 
businesses  to  patronize.  Call  us  to  rap  or 
just  to  say  hello.  (212)  777-1800,  from  3 
pm  until  midnight. _ (20f 

NGTF  NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  ga/ 
[Civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor-, 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now.1 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave.,' 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER 

Church  service  at  2  Wellington  St.,  7pm 
Sundays.  Potluck  Supper  and  Commun- 
ion  every  Weds  at  7  pm.  753-8360. _ 

INTEGRITY  IN  VERMONT? 

Now  in  the  organizational  stage.  We  need 
your  support.  Ecumenical.  All  interested 
parties  write  Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11, 
Winooski,  Vermont  05404, _ (19) 

BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an  inclu¬ 
sive  group  of  religious  liberals  working  to 
provide  opportunities  for  community 
building  among  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
meets  every  Sunday  evening  at  the  Ar¬ 
lington  St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.,  at 
7:00  p.m.  Lesbians  especially  welcome. 
For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatley  at 
742-2100. _ (D49) 


AFFIRMATION 

For  United  Methodist  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Male  Concerns  —  New  England  Chapter. 
For  information  and/or  support  reply  4 
Phillips  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114. 


BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS  MASS, 
a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned  Catholics, 
every  Sunday  at  Arlington  Street  Church 
(Boston),  Boylston  St.  entrance,  at  5:30 
p.m.  For  info,  contact  Dgnity/Boston,  355. 
Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02114.  Tel. 
536-6518. _  (7-10) 


Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  Sunday  at  7:00  p.m. 
.(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  Cambridge  Ct.,  Bos¬ 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  Edward  T. 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7664.  All  per¬ 
sons  are  welcome. 


PUBLICATIONS 


FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.,  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women.  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $8.  Sample  copy  75*.  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus,  Box  GCN.  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Cambridge,  MA  02138.  (c) 


GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophile 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T.V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send 
$1  for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  issues  (in 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247, 
Grand  Central  Sta.  NYC  10017. 


'The  Wishing  Well:  The  largest  Nat. 
Magazine  featuring  hundreds  of  self¬ 
descriptions  of  gay  women  (by  code 
inumber)  wishing  to  write  and  meet  with 
confidentiality.  $2.50  per  issue.  Also 
.'escorted  group  travel  tours  for  gay 
j  women.  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94947. 

FOCUS,  journal  for  gay  women,  needs 
contributors.  If  you  write  short  fiction, 
essays  of  interest  to  lesbians,  or  poetry, 
please  send  It  to  FOCUS  c/o  DOB,  1151 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA 
02138.  There  is  no  payment,  but  it  is  fun 
to  see  your  work  in  print,  and  you  do  get 
free  copies  of  the  issues  in  which  your 
.work  is  published.  Include  SASE  for  re- 
|turn  of  material  not  accepted  for  publica- 
ition.  (cl 


BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 


THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9308 
Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Men. 

BOSTON  EAGLE 

88  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather,  Men,  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM,  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM' 

CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 

39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 
Dancing,  Mixed. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Food,  Men. 

CITADEL 

22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Dancing,  Men. 

CLUB  76 

76  Batterymarch  St.  542-3377 
A  place  for  women  and  their  friends. 

DARTS 

271  Dartmouth  St.  536-6560 
Dancing,  Men. 


1  DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  “It’s  Different.” 
HARRY’S  PLACE 
45  Essex  St. 

Dancing,  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  7PM,  Thurs. 

JACQUES 

79  Broadway  338-7502 

Mixed.  Dancing. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 
52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 
Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

PARADISE 

180  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 
Talking,  Mostly  Men,  864-4130 
PLAYLAND 
21  Essex  St. 

Men  (Some  Women). 

119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing,  Men,  Tues.-Thurs.  Buffet 

9-1 1PM ; 


SAINTS 

(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

SOMEWHERE 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed,  Sunday  Brunch 

12-2PM. 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

228  Cambridge  St. 

Food,  Men,  Saturday  Brunch  5PM, 
Movies  Mon.,  3PM,  Sunday  Brunch  3PM. 

STYX 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 
Disco  Dancing,  Men. 

TOGETHER 

110  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 

TWELVE  CARVER 

12  Carver  St. 

Men. 


Quick 

Gay  Guide 


ALL  AREAS 

Gay  National  Educational 
Switchboard 


(800)  227-0888 


BOSTON  AREA  (Area  Code  617) 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

Am  Tikva,  P.O.  Box  1 1^  Cambridge, 

MA  02138  .  524-1890,353-1821 

Boston/Boise  Committee, 

Box  277,  Astor  Station  267-4521 

BU  Gays,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Herman  Union,  Boston  University. 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center  354-8807 

Charles  Street  Meetinghouse  523-1081, 354-8807 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

CLEARSPACE:  a  community  center  for  lesbian 
women  and  gay  men. 

P.O.  Box  398,  Al  Iston  02134  646-8598 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

380  Green  St.,  Cambridge  02139  492-6450 

Committee  for  Gay  Youth,  GCN  Box 
10GY,  22  Bromfield  St.  02108 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138  661-3633 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02114  536-6518 

Esplanade  426-6602 

Evangelicals  Concerned  894-3970 

Pag  Rag  536-9826 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  227-6167 

Gay  Alcoholics  Anonymous  426-9444 

Gay  AlAnon  (alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gay  AlAnon,  Greater  Boston  471-6884 

Gay  Business  Assn,  Suite  129, 

102  Charles  St.,  Boston  021 14  367-0733 

Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,  Mon.-Fri.)  426-9371 

Gay  Legislation  (Mass.  Caucus), 

P.O.  Box  8841,  J.F.K.  Sta.,  Boston  02117 
73  T remont  St.,  Rm.  224  742-481 1 

Gay/Lesbian  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College, 
P.O.  Box  LI 99,  Chestnut  Hill,  MA  02167  661-4059 
Gay  Nurses’  Alliance-East,  P.O.  Box  530, 

Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117 
Gay  Parents  Custody  and  Visitation 
Center  353-3157  or  353-31 69 

Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  227-5009 

Gay  Professional  Women’s  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  90.9FM)  353-2790 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Good  Gay  Poets  661-6015 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  498-6967 

Homophile  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lambda  of  Middlesex,  P.O.  Box  1165, 

Framingham  01701.  Nltes&  weekends  429-6593 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s  Center  354-8807 
Lesbian  Mothers,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge 

(Meets  Thurs.,  8pm)  354-8807 


Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Masssachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  186V2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

M  IT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge  02139  661-8898, 661-6358 

National  Organization  for  Women  661-6015 

99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Older  and  Other  Gays,  c/o  GCN,  Box  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Foundation 

Suite  433, 102  Charles  St.  021 14  787-2266 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  021 1 6  266-3444 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  333-0146 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 
Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Con¬ 
cerns,  25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  021 08  742-2100 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program,  1348 

Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women’s  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge  547-2302 

EASTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  617) 

Christian  Community  Church, 

112  Emerson,  St.,  Haverhill  01830  363-2286 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 
P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853  851-671 1 

Everywoman’s  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Gay  People  in  Medicine, 

23  Dover  St.,  Worcester  756-9385 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 

Women’s  Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis 
02601  771-6739 

Martha’s  Vineyard  Gay  Group  627-8097 

Montachusett  Gay  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  262,  Fitchburg  342-5963. 

New  Bedford  Women 's  Cl  i  n  ic  999-1 570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women’s  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01$970  745-5873 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

WESTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  41 3) 

Berkshire  Community  Gay  Coalition, 

Box  493,  Pittsfield  01201  442-9450 

Common  Womon  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 
Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Help  Line  664-6391, 664-6392 

Lesbian  Union,  9th  floor,  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People’s  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  545-0154 

Southwest  Women’s  Center  545-0626 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

Valley  Women’s  Center,  Northampton  586-201 1 

CONNECTICUT  (Area  Code  203) 

“Come  Out  Tonight,”  Box  WYBC/Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520 
CT  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  3712, 

Amity  Sta.,  New  Haven  06525 
East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford  522-2646 

Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Box  2031,  Yale 
-Station,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 


Gay  phone  counseling  (eves.),  New  Haven  436-8945 
Gay  Switchboard  522-5575 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  Women’s  Center, 

U-1 18,  Univ.  of  CT,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575,  232-5110 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/National  Gay 
Archives,  1  Gold  St.,  Suite  22B, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Integrity/Hartford 

P.O.  Box  603,  Glastonbury  522-2646 

Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

MCC/Hartford  232-5110,522-5575 

New  Haven  Lesbian  Rap,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  436-0272 

UConn  Gay  Alliance,  211  Student  Union, 

U  of  CT,  Storrs  06268 
Yalesbians,  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Wesleyan  Gay  Alliance, 
c/o  Women’s  Center,  Wesleyan  Sta., 
Middletown,  06457. 

RHODE  ISLAND  (Area  Code  401) 

Brown  University  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 

Dignity/Providence  941-9013 

Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 
Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

55  Eddy  St.,  rm  306 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle, 

Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912  863-2189 

MCC/Providence,  134  Matthewson  St.  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill, 
aged  and  handicapped),  Rev.  Michael 
Nordstrom  272-8482 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA  333-1396 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (Area  Code  603) 

Concerned  Gays,  Student  Activities 
Office,  Memorial  Union  Bldg., 

Univ.  N.H.,  Durham  03824 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  654-9268 

NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force, 

4  Valentine  Hill  Rd.,  Durham  02834 
NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301 
Newmarket  659-2687;  Rochester  332-4440; 

Keene  399-4927 

VERMONT  (Area  Code  802) 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7-9pm  656-4173 

Southern  Vermont  Women’s  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701  775-1946 

Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men’s 
Coalition,  21  Eliot  St.,  Brattleboro  254-8176 

Women’s  Center,  182  Main  St.,  Burlington  863-1236 

NEW  YORK  (CITY)  (Area  Code  212) 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  East  23rd  St.,  Suite  502,  10010  777-7697 

Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Dykes  &  Tykes 

Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Women’s  Alternative  532-8669 

4  W.  76th  St.  10023 
Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station  677-0237 

Gay  Teacher's  Association,  204  Lincoln 

PI.,  Brooklyn  11217  789-8176/499-1060 


929-7720 


Gaysweek,  216  W.  18th  St.  10011 
Gay  Switchboard,  Box  805, 

Madison  Sq.  Sta.,  10010 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549,10001 
Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard 
243  W.  20th  St.  10010 
MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  10011 
National  Coalition  gf  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  506  741-5800 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 


777-1800 


989-6653 


532-8197 


741-2610 


242-1212 


P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 
15  Christopher  St. 

Tri-Base  Collective 

c/o  N.Y.  Gay  Switchboard 
Box  805  Madison  Sq.  Sta.  10010 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

37  Ninth  Ave. 


677-0237 

255-8097 

777-1800 


675-0143 


NEW  YORK  (STATE) 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus), 
34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902  (607)724-1973 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1pm), 
.332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)  462-6138 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
Cornell  Gay  Liberation 
Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 
42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Dignity/L.l.,  P.O.  487P,  Bayshore  11706 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

Inc.,  713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 
14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the 
Unitarian  Universalist  Fellowship 
of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 
Syracuse  13202  (315)475-6875 

Gay  Men  and  Women  at 
Farmingdale  (516)420-2292 

Gayphone,  8pm  till  midnight  (516)  665-7373 

Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y.  (516)  246-7943 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 
Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Lambda  Univ., 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 
Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

New  Coalition  for  Human  Rights  of 
Long  Island,  P.O.  Box  1429,  W.  Babylon  11704 
NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 


CALENDAR 

The  deadline  Sor  Calendar  Items  is  Tuesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 

13  wed 


2  sat 

Boston  —  The  Committee  for  Gay  Youth 
is  holding  a  rap  session  on  the  topic  of 
“The  Gay  Community."  355  Boylston  St. 
12  noon.  All  lesbian  and  gay  youth  are 
invited. 

Boston  —  An  all-day  conference  to 
organize  against  Ku  Klux  Klan  activity  is 
being  sponsored  by  the  Boston  Alliance 
Against  Racism  and  Political  Repression. 
The  conference  will  expose  the  history  of 
the  Klan,  its  presence-in  the  Boston  area 
and  will  outline  concrete  programs  to 
defeat  the  Klan  in  Boston.  Held  at  the 
Harriet  Tubman  House  (corner  of  Mass. 
Ave.  and  Columbus  Ave.)  from  11am-4pm. 
$2  /egistrationn  fee.  For  more  information 
call  Bonnie  Kanter  at  734-9681. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Folkdancing  at 
Phillips  Brooks  House,  near  the  Harvard 
Yard,  2:30-5:30  pm. 

Boston  —  Allegra  Productions  presents 
Betsy  Rose  and  Cathy  Winter  in  concert,  8 
p.m.  sharp  at  Old  West  Church,  131  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.  Suggested  donation  is  $3.50. 
Free  childcare,  wheelchair  assistance 
and  a  sign  language  interpreter.  Tickets 
available  at  the  door. 

Boston  —  March  for  racial  justice  and  in 
protest  of  ongoing  Klan  activities.  Gather 
at  12  noon  at  City  Hall  Plaza,  rally  and 
speakout  at  Arlington  St.  Church  at  2  p.m. 

3  sun 

Boston  —  Dignity/Boston  will  celebrate 
its  Sixth  Anniversary  with  a  liturgy  in  the 
main  sanctuary  of  Arlington  Street 
Church,  beginning  at  5:30pm.  Refresh¬ 
ments  served  afterwards. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  Tribute  to  Harvey  Milk:  Milk  talks 
to  Joe  Martin  about  his  politics  and  life. 
Recorded  in  San  Francisco  last  January.  9 
a.m. 

4  moil 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Clearspace,  485  Mass. 
Ave.,  holds  it  monthly  women’s  concerns 
meeting  at  7  p.m.  For  information  call 
646-8598. 

5  tues 

Waltham,  MA  —  Gay  Night  at  Cholmon- 
deley's  Coffee  House,  Brandeis  Univer¬ 
sity.  Live  music,  poetry  reading,  no  cover, 
9-12pm.  For  more  information  call  Steve 
at  891-5978. 

Boston  —  The  Boston  Area  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Schoolworkers  will  meet  at  7:30  p.m., 
355  Boylston  St.  Joe  Zogby  from  the  Gay 
Teachers  Assoc,  of  NYC  will  be  speaking. 
Schoolworkers  from  all  levels  are  invited. 

6  wed 

Concord,  MA  —  Acappella:  an  evening  of 
Poetic  Notation  is  the  title  of  a  Poetry 
reading  scheduled  at  the  Concord  Public 
Library,  7:30-9:00pm.  Richard  Ballon 
shares  his  work.  For  further  information 
call  272-0726. 

7  thurs 

Cambridge,  MA  —  rhiannon  plays  jazz 
and  improvisational  music  at  Amaranth, 
134  Hampshire  St.  at  7  and  9  pm.  $3-3.50 
based  on  sliding  scale.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  354-8371. 

8  fri 


9  sat 

Boston  —  The  Ella  Ellison  Support  Com¬ 
mittee  is  holding  a  winter  craft  and  rum¬ 
mage  sale  from  10:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m.  at  the 
Church  of  the  Covenant,  67  Newbury  St. 

Boston  —  Demonstration  against  the  J.P. 
Stevens  Co.  for  its  anti-union  activities  in 
front  of  Jordan  Marsh,  Washington  and 
Summer  Sts.,  11  a.m.  Sponsored  by  the 
Amalgamated  Clothing  and  Textile 
Workers  Union. 

10  sun 

Boston  —  The  Lesbian  Task  Force  of 
NOW  is  sponsoring  an  open  house  at 
2pm.  All  interested  women  may  attend. 
For  more  information  call  227-4373. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  A  lesbian  therapist  talks  about 
her  work.  9  a.m. 

Boston  —  Members  of  BUUGL  will  con¬ 
duct  a  special  service  of  worship  at  the 
Arlington  St.  Church,  11  a.m. 

Boston  —  The  Daughters  of  Bilitis  will 
hold  their  Tenth  Birthday  Party  at  Some- 
whete,  295  Franklin  St.  4  p.m. 

11  mon 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Gay  Folkdancing  at 
Phillips  Brooks  House,  near  Harvard  Yard, 
from  6:30-9:30  p.m. 

Salem,  MA  —  North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 
will  hold  its  next  meeting  at  7:30  p.m.  at 
31 R  Chestnut  St.  Representatives  from 
MCGL  will  discuss  the  pending  Gay 
Rights  Bill  and  the  results  of  the  Mass, 
elections. 

12  tues 


Holliston,  MA  —  Lambda  of  Middlesex 
will  hold  an  organizational  meeting  at 
8pm.  Call  429-6583  for  more  information. 

Holliston,  MA  -  Lambda  of  Middlesex 
will  hold  an  organizational  meeting  at  8 
p.m.  Call  429-6593  for  more  information. 

16  sat 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Christmas  Party  lor 
Clearspace.  A  chance  to  help  our  com¬ 
munity  center  equip  its  new  home  at  485 
Mass.  Ave.  4th  fl.  Bring  $3  or  office  sup¬ 
plies,  furniture,  decorations,  pledge,  etc., 
etc.  8:30pm  to  1am. 

17  sun 

Long  Island,  NY  —  New  Coalition  for 
Human  Rights  of  L.l.  will  hold  a  board 
meeting  and  benefit  at  8  p.m.  at  Dockside 
In  Lindenhurst.  Everyone  is  welcome  to 
attend.  $3  donation.  For  more  Information 
call  516)  665-7373  or  (516)  226-9838. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space  (WCAS 
740  AM)  The  debut  of  Folkway’s  recording 
Walls  to  Roses:  Songs  of  Changing  Men 
by  the, Men's  Music  Collective.  Guest 
Artists:  Willie  Sordill,  Marcia  Taylor  and 
Kennie  Arkin.  9  p.m. 

18  mon 

Boston  —  The  Bar,  252  Boylston  St.  will 
hold  a  benefit  for  Jamaica  Plain's  Naza¬ 
reth  Children's  Home  at  9  p.m.  Donation: 
one  new  toy,  includes  free  buffet. 

27  wed 


Boston  —  An  unstructured  service  of  re¬ 
membrance  and  celebration  of  the  life  of 
Harvey  Milk  will  be  held  at  Arlington  St. 
Church,  4-5  p.m. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Autograph  party  with 
Allen  Ginsberg,  celebratin  Poems  All 
Over  the  Place  at  Grolier  Bookshop,  6 
Plympton  St.,  Harvard  Sq.  From  4-6  p.m. 


Boston  —  Monthly  meeting  of  the  GCN 
collective.  Held  at  22  Bromfleld  St.,  6:15 
p.m.  All  members  of  the  collective  are 
urged  to  attend. 


Los  Angeles  —  Men  Overcoming  Sexism, 
the  5th  Annual  National  Conference  on 
Men  arid  Masculinity  will  be  held  at  UCLA 
through  Dec.  31.  To  obtain  registration 
forms  and  information  call  (213)  473-4229. 


Greetings  from  Gay  Community  News 


SPECIAL  GIFT  RATES 

This  Holiday  Season,  remember  Friends,  Lovers,  and  Rela¬ 
tives  with  gifts  that  keep  on  giving  every  week  —  Gift  Sub¬ 
scriptions  to  Gay  Community  News. 

The  first  subscription  (your  own  or  a  gift)  is  at  regular  rates; 
each  additional  subscription  is  up  to  30%  off  regular  price: 


3  years 
2  years 
1  year 
25  weeks 
12  weeks 


Regular  Rate 
(first  subscription) 
$47.00 

33.50 

17.50 

10.00 

5.00 


Discount  Rate 

(each  additional  subscription) 
$35.00 
24.00 
12.00 
7.00 
3.50 


(The  above  rales  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  20%  of  Regular  Rate  for  foreign.) 


A  card  will  be  sent  announcing  your  gift.  If  you  need  addi¬ 
tional  space,  send  us  the  information  on  a  separate  sheet.  If 
recipient  is  already  a  GCN  subscriber,  their  subscription  will 
be  extended.  This  offer  expires  January  15,  1979. 


Your  name 

Enter  additional  subscription  information  on 

Address 

separate  sheet. 

Cilv 

State 

Zio 

□  Charge  my  order  to: 

□  Master  Charge 

□  VISA' 

Card  # 

Expiration  Date _ _ _ 

Signature  _ _ 

First  Subscription  (regular  rate)  to: 

□  Renewal,  for  myself 

□  Gift,  or  new  for  myself 

,  Second  Subscription  (discount  rate)  to: 

Mail  to: 

GCN  Subscriptions 
22  Bromfield  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 


Name 


Name  i  .  - 


V 


Address  _ ; _ 

City _ Stale _ Zip 

Length  of  subscription_ _ amount  $ _ 

Gift  card  to  read  “From _ _  ** 


Address  _ _ : _ . 

City _ _ L_  Stale. _ Zip _ 

Length  of  subscription _ ;  amount  $, 

Gift  card  to  read  “From _ ' _ _ 


All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  "GCN”.  Do  NOT  send  cash  through  the 
mail.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used 
except  for  mailing  GCN . 
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